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Editor’s Report 
We have been through a summer of extremes, from a very hot December, through to the wettest February on 

record for Nelson which included three extreme weather events. Let’s hope for a more settled period of 

weather for our upcoming tramping trips. 

 

Despite a large number of wet days recently, only two tramping trips during the last three months have been 

cancelled. The well-enjoyed weekend trips have travelled to the Salisbury Lodge & caves in the west, Mole 

Tops in the south, also Mt Fell & Mt Richmond in the east. 

 

Some upcoming weekend trips include Kaikoura at Easter, Hunters Hut during May, D’Urville Island at 

Queen’s Birthday weekend, Wakaretu Bay in mid-June and Mangarakau at the end of June. Interspersed with 

these are a good number of day trips to suit different tastes.  

Keep on tramping.              Robert Wopereis 

 

Top Shot 

 

New Waiua Hut, St James Conservation Area  Photo: DOC 

Club Nights  
Wednesday 4 April: Sharing tramping food ideas and photos 

Bring along photos taken on recent tramps to share. Also bring along samples of your tramping food to show 

others and be prepared to share your tramping food ideas. 

 

Wednesday 2 May: AGM & South America by Joy Bryant  

Joy made a trip to South America last year with this talk mainly on her time in Peru and Brazil. 

 

Wednesday 6 June: Japan by Chris & Jo Ecroyd 

Chris and Jo will give a presentation on their recent cultural and walking experiences on the main island of 

Honshu during 2017. 

 

http://www.waimeatrampingclub.org.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/waimeatrampingclub
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Hut and Track News 

New Waiau Hut 

Trampers crossing the Waiau Pass between Nelson Lakes National Park and St James Conservation Area 

will find the new six-bunk Waiau Hut a welcome sight at the end of their 15km trek. 

The new hut replaces the basic two-bunk Caroline Creek Bivvy, cost $155,000 and was paid for by retired 

Timaru farmer Robert Birks. The donor said he wanted to give something back to the country's world-class 

Department of Conservation hut network, as well as the Te Araroa Trail initiative. 

  

The standard hut costs $5 per night and was official opened on Saturday 27 January. The hut is located 3km 

down valley from the existing bivvy, about an extra hour walk from the Waiau Pass. Alternatively the hut can 

be reached with a 90 minute walk from the end of the 4WD track in the Waiau Valley or a 3½ hour walk over 

Maling Pass from the Tophouse Road. 

 

Kahurangi National Park  

The Cobb Dam Road is closed due to the washout of the approaches of the Lower Cobb Bridge and because 

of numerous slips on the road itself as a result of Cyclone Gita on 20 February. 

 

The Graham Valley South Branch Road to the Flora carpark is closed because of slips also as a result of 

Cyclone Gita. 

 

John Reid Hut in the Wangapeka Valley has been renovated by Nelson Tramping Club members during 

January with funding from the Outdoor Recreation Consortium. A new wood burner and new chimney have 

been installed, replacing an open fire. Also a new benchtop was installed and the ceiling lined in the six-bunk 

hut. Further renovations are planned during March. 

 

 

Nelson Lakes National Park 

DOC Nelson Lakes has experienced significant increases in the cost of supplying firewood to the huts on the 

Travers-Sabine Circuit in recent years. The increase in visitor numbers has seen the usage of firewood rise 

dramatically resulting in the need to resupply more frequently.  

In an attempt to deal with these rising costs, changes have been made to the supply of firewood to the huts. 

Rather than traditional split firewood, long lengths of slab wood are being supplied, which is a by-product of 

the sawmilling industry. This is supplied along with a saw horse, handsaws and information on how to safely 

cut the slab wood to appropriate lengths. The slab wood is significantly cheaper to purchase and trials have 

shown that the use of firewood by hut users falls dramatically when supplied in this form. 

Associated with this, the wood burning stoves on the circuit have been modified to prevent visitors using them 

for cooking, which was increasingly being seen in the huts and again increased the amount of firewood used. 

 

Bull Paddock Creek Hut in the Raglan Range has been closed temporarily after failing an engineer’s 

inspection. It has very little use, and has been looked after by one family (95% of visits are from this family). 

There is no marked route to the hut, so the impact for trampers is very limited. 

 

Mt Richmond Forest Park 

Te Araroa walkers are now being redirected from Red Hills Hut along the Maitland Ridge Track to the 

Tophouse Road rather than down to the Red Hills carpark. This reduces the distance road walking needed on 

SH63 to St Arnaud. 

 

Nelson Mountain Bike Club have constructed a new MTB track adjacent to the Beebys Knob 4WD Road. 

 

Marlborough  

The two Hodder Huts have undergone maintenance during January by Marlborough Tramping Club members. 

The main work was the repair of the tank stand after being damaged during the Kaikoura earthquake in 

November 2016 which had caused one water tank to lay back onto the hut. In addition the Tararua Hut was 

repainted internally and the porch was extended on the Murray Adrian Hut to make it more weather-proof. The 

Hodder Huts are on the route to Tapuae-o-Uenuku in the Inland Kaikoura Range. 
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News 
The Big Beach Clean-Up has not been scheduled for this year. The community event removing rubbish from 

the Tasman Bay coastline was held annually from 2010 to 2014, then in March 2017. DOC are looking at 

future options for the event with the possibility of a contractor running the event. 

 

Nelson Lakes Birdsong newsletter 

DOC are producing a new illustrated quarterly newsletter Birdsong, aiming to provide an insight into the work 

undertaken by staff and volunteers in Nelson Lakes National Park. Topics will cover biodiversity, recreation 

and community events along with news from the Operations Manager. 

To read the latest newsletter or to subscribe, visit: www.doc.govt.nz/news/newsletters/birdsong/ 

 

New Great Walks 

A multi-day walk on Mt Taranaki could join Milford, Routeburn and Heaphy tracks on the list of internationally 

renowned Great Walks within New Zealand's national parks. 

DOC has had a wide response to its call for initial submissions for potential new Great Walks, with 30 tracks 

from across the country proposed with 20 walks located in the North Island and ten in the South Island. 

 

With the rise in international visitor numbers as well as more people seeking out stunning experiences in 

nature, some walks are reaching capacity at peak times. Opportunities are being explored to expand the 

network in places where there is local support and showcase other beautiful but lesser-visited parts of the 

country. DOC also want to give New Zealanders Great Walks options closer to home and at quieter times of 

the year.  

 

The criteria to be considered as a Great Walk included a relatively easy three to five day walk, up to four to six 

hours a day for inexperienced trampers, overnight accommodation, a spectacular range of scenery and 

biodiversity and the opportunity to learn more about Maori culture. 

 

Proposals for Great Walks in the top of the South Island include the Queen Charlotte Track, Old Ghost Road, 

St James Walkway and Waiau-toa/Molesworth. Other proposals include the Hump Ridge Track, Rees-Dart 

Track and Greenstone-Caples Track. A final decision on the two new Great Walks will be made in June. 

Currently there are nine Great Walks - six in the South Island, and three in the North Island - with a tenth 

route, Paparoa, being developed on the West Coast.  

 

Sources: doc.govt.nz, Marlborough TC Newsletter, Nelson Community Forum, Nelson TC Newsletter, stuff.co.nz, 

wildernessmag.co.nz 

 
 

Curious caves 

Salisbury Lodge and caves – 2-3 December 2017  

Perfect weather was on order as an elite group of four trampers headed 

to Salisbury Lodge for the weekend. Good time was made along the well-

worn but pleasant Flora Track with welcome stops at Upper Gridiron Hut 

for morning tea and Growler Shelter for lunch. A highlight for all of us was 

the wildlife sightings on our way in. At Flora Hut there was a resident 

weka family including two well-grown chicks, but even more exciting was 

a whio family we saw at Horseshoe Creek. Just as we were crossing the 

swingbridge we spotted the parents and four fluffy small chicks paddling 

in the ford. But all the family quickly darted up the creek before we could 

photograph them. Apparently it has been a record year for whio numbers 

in the park. 

 

We reached the hut in 4¾ hours about mid-afternoon. From the hut the 

Sphinx Creek loop was walked amongst deep grassy potholes containing 

interesting rock formations. We returned to the hut after this one hour 

circuit for a short rest then it was a two hour return trip to Richards Cave 

on the edge of tussock land south-west of the hut. Although the leader 

had been to the caves before it was still hard finding the correct low bush 

saddle. But the effort of two mistaken attempts and pushing through the 

View photos of trips at: 

facebook.com/waimeatrampingclub 

 

http://www.doc.govt.nz/news/newsletters/birdsong/
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tall tussock and over the elusive saddle was 

well worthwhile. The tall cave entrance meant 

access was straightforward but we still required 

torches to find our footing amongst the rocky 

ridges of the cave floor. A couple of minutes 

from the entrance we were spoilt by the sight of 

stunning, gleaming stalactites and stalagmites. 

We enjoyed the wonders for 15 minutes before 

starting on our return to the hut, unusually with 

no one else in residence. 

 

On Sunday it was misty higher up on the range 

but it soon cleared to be fine and sunny as we 

returned along the Flora Track. Relaxed stops 

were taken at Lower Gridiron Rock Shelter and Flora Hut. Enjoying lunch at the hut, the hungry weka family of 

four eventually emerged from the undergrowth to provide us with more entertainment. We counted 24 cars 

back at the carpark, but with no others at Salisbury Lodge and with only five people seen on the track, we 

could only assume it must have been a very busy Sunday on Mt Arthur.  

Another great weekend trip enjoyed by Robert, Julian, Lesley G and Diane. 

        Robert 

 

A satisfying circuit 
Beebys 4WD Road / Maitland Ridge / Red Hills Hut circuit – Saturday 9 December 2017  

After a period of unusually warm weather, the possibility of a damp forecast was good news. Having expected 

heat, most of us made a prompt start at 8.30am, while Chris and Rob organised a vehicle at Red Hills carpark. 

As we expected, it wasn’t too long before they joined us. Since our last visit, the cycle track has been 

extended to run alongside the road, zigzagging across it at times. We enjoyed our morning tea break at the 

Maitland junction in the sunshine at precisely 10.00am. 

 

Along the Maitland Ridge Track, Chris pointed out a good specimen of bright yellow slime fungus, which 

apparently can move a short distance. We reached the clearing too early for lunch, but paused to study the 

view as cloud was developing. A few alpine flowers were appearing, maybe in time they will colonise there 

more. Although we were able to cut across the zigzags of the cycle track, there are good patches of healthy 

undergrowth regenerating. It was time for lunch as we descended to the hut, but where? It would be a sin for 

us to sit on the extensive colony of small orchids, so we moved on. Maria found a great sheltered spot with 

rocks to sit on - perfect. Above us the red growth on some beech trees meant it felt like Christmas. The finer 

variety of clematis was flowering too. 

 

Down at the hut, we met a young Czech girl doing some of Te Araroa, while Rob made the water tap hold the 

remaining water in the tank. On the way down Chris challenged us to find the diminutive mistletoe found only 

on the mineral belt. Only he could. We also saw a patch of greenhood orchids flowering, as well as odd 

specimens of celmisia, helichrysum and other orchids... We were back at the car soon after 3.00pm. The 

weather had been perfect and eight trampers made exactly two carloads of good company. The only 

disappointment was to see the broken windscreen glass and piles of human excrement around there...a 

security camera would be good and a toilet is required! 

Chris, Jo, Maria, Rob, Donell, Lesley G, Marian W and Jocelyn were happy to be driven (or drive) back, with 

showers developing, to partake in Maria’s hospitality.            Jocelyn 

 

Entertaining thunderstorms 
Mole Tops – 16-17 December 2017  

Six trampers made an early 7.30am start from Richmond and headed south towards Murchison. About 30 

minutes after turning left onto the Mangles Valley Road and then right onto the Tutaki Road we reached the 

start of the track. This is opposite Mataki Lodge which belongs to Nelson College (available on Book-a-Bach). 

 

It was a warm sunny day and we headed up the Jameson Ridge Track, a much shadier option than the track 

up Mole Stream. This track is not well formed at first, but improves once it reaches a clear ridgeline.  We were 

all pleased to have a good supply of water as we sweated our way up to the bushline. From the bushline we 

could see the Mole Hut across the gully. With three other cars at the carpark, we assumed (wrongly) that the 

Richards Cave  Photo: Robert 
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hut would be full but there were too many of us for the hut anyway. We headed across the open tussock to 

Mole Saddle looking for a campsite but most of the ground was rather bumpy or if flat then very wet. From the 

saddle we headed towards the hut but retained our height and headed for the nearest beech trees hoping for 

a campsite. We soon found campsites under the trees which just needed a bit of clearing and a little flattening. 

With our tents all pitched we took day packs and headed up the ridge towards Mole Tops (1651m). 

  

We enjoyed great views to the north over 

Kahurangi and Tasman Bay and a glimpse of 

Lake Rotoroa as we climbed to the ridge. From 

the ridge we could see the tarns this area is 

well known for and with gathering thunder 

clouds threatening we headed back to camp. 

Back at camp, an evening thunder storm and a 

few drops of rain were more entertaining than 

threatening. 

Sunday morning was overcast, but pleasant, 

and we headed down Mole Stream, eventually 

reaching a 4WD track which entered the forest 

and took us to the paddocks and back to the 

cars. To finish the trip off we headed to Lake 

Rotoroa on the Braeburn Track, which was 

well worth travelling for those who haven’t 

been on it before.  

 

This very pleasant trip was enjoyed by Maria, Rob, Colin, Joy, Jo and Chris (scribe). 

 

Christmas BBQ, Busch Reserve – Friday 22 December 2017 

A cloudy but warm day saw 13 club members plus some grandchildren gather at Busch Reserve in Aniseed 

Valley. Some members enjoyed a swim in the Roding River and a bit of fun with cricket on the wide open 

grassy spaces of the reserve. All enjoyed the usual BBQ food and shared salads later on. The Tasman District 

Council BBQs failed to heat so we had to assume the gas had run out. The previous group must have been 

lucky to get their food cooked. Fortunately Rob had brought his BBQ so all was well. A pleasant social time 

was enjoyed under the trees, providing welcome shade if it was needed. 

 

The participants were Jo & Chris with four grandchildren, Maria & Rob, Jeni & Colin, Esther & Eric, Jocelyn & 

Geoff, Katie, David and Ian.                   Geoff

                

 

 

A trio of tracks 
Trig K, Pelorus Bridge – Sunday 7 January 2018 

A cloudy, wet day meant only six people turned out, however the group still had a very good day exploring all 

of the tracks in the Pelorus Bridge Scenic Reserve. First off we started on the Circle Track crossing the high 

suspension bridge and followed the river track. There are great views of the river from high up on the bank. At 

the far end of the Circle Track we followed Daltons Track for about 30 minutes which took us over farmland 

through a turnip paddock with good views down the river valley. It’s great that private landowners have 

allowed public access for this important Te Araroa link track. From here we returned and completed the Circle 

Track, arriving back at the carpark for some morning tea. 

 

We then tackled the Trig K circuit, making the summit at 11.45am where we had our lunch. It is now no longer 

possible to see much of the view because of the rising vegetation. There is a case for clearing a bit of this in 

future to expose the excellent views, but that may not happen. Logging operations on the back side of Trig K 

had cleared plantation forest with some unnecessary disruption to the track. We proceeded down to the two 

waterfalls and back to the carpark arriving there at 3.30pm. No one was keen for a swim as the river was 

discoloured and the weather was cloudy and miserable so we indulged in refreshments at the café instead, 

then headed home. 

The participants were Julian, Ian, Alison, Val, Chris and Jo.              Julian 

 

Mole Tops with the tarns in the background  Photo: Chris 
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Pearse Resurgence – Saturday 20 January 2018 Cancelled (high river levels) 

 

Long and hot but well-appreciated 
Elaine Bay to Penzance Bay – Saturday 20 January 2018 

It was a fine, warm weekend morning full of promise when the group met at Paru Paru Rd at 8am.  Some of 

us were oh so keen to get out tramping again after so many days of hot and very wet weather putting pay to 

carefully laid tramping plans. This trip had been postponed from a week earlier and only went ahead this day 

as there was too much water in the river from the recent heavy rain for Chris and Jo to lead the trip they’d 

planned to the Pearse Resurgence. 

 

It was a long 85km drive from Nelson to Elaine Bay. The sea views towards the bay are picture postcard 

stunning though. We left the cars at 10am to walk the 9km around the pleasant clay track in and out of trees 

which gave us some measure of shade. A number of the party said they still felt hot and drippy because it was 

such a humid day. We came across cyclists on the track who warned us that we’d come to a fallen tree. Soon 

there was a small trunk that had fallen across the track. I thought “surely they can’t mean this, it's nothing 

really.” Ten minutes later, I reckon we were all glad to be trampers rather than cyclists. While we managed the 

down and around process, it would have been very difficult trying to pass bikes down low, around the spread-

eagled trunk of a much larger tree, then back up onto the track again, while keeping oneself upright. We were 

all at Penzance by 12.45pm. Most of the party stopped just long enough to change into their togs before 

heading straight for the water. The tide was high so it was a real treat.  

 

 

After lunch under the big shady tree by the 

beach, we started back along the track at 

1.45pm. Everyone was back at the cars by 

4pm and after a short lounge about and chat 

we were on the road again, back to Rai Valley 

and from there along SH6 to Nelson where we 

arrived by 6pm. It was a long day, a hot day 

and a well appreciated day. 

 

Those who came were Alison (leader and 

scribe), Jo, Chris, Rob, Maria, Anne, Di, 

Esther, Joy, Julie, Lesley G, Lesley J, Marie, 

Marion and visitor Desiree. 

 

 

 

An iconic peak 
Mt Fell Hut & Richmond Saddle Hut crossover – 27-29 January 2018 

Ten trampers in two carloads travelled 31km along the Northbank Road to the Te Rou Road turnoff where we 

transferred to the other vehicle so we could travel home in our own vehicle. The Toyota ute headed 3km up to 

the Timms Creek carpark at the end of Te Rou Road on the Mt Fell side. The high clearance Range Rover 

was needed to cross the ford in Top Valley and then travelled a further 4km up Jackson Creek Road to the 

carpark on the Mt Richmond side.  

 

On the Mt Fell side the group of five tramped beside Timms Creek for two hours then crossed the left branch 

of the creek. It was a tough but steady, continuous climb of 1000m up through the bush. Suddenly the track 

veered right on a sidle of 1½ hours through the bush towards the hut. A few small creeks provided refreshing 

relief on a warm day. Some views were obtained through the bushline up the slopes of Mt Fell before we 

broke out into a large clearing to the 6-bunk Mt Fell Hut after 6½ hours. The hut was relocated 250m from its 

previous site in 2017 due to the threat of a landslip. The hut has also been refurbished with a new wood 

burner and two new benches and a new water tank. The setting is splendid with grand views north east along 

the Richmond Range. The other group had a 4½ hour day from the carpark in Top Valley to Richmond Saddle 

Hut. 

 

Penzance Bay  Photo: Alison 
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Sunday was fine and sunny as we headed off along the track passing the old hut site after five minutes in a 

tiny clearing with a precipitous slope immediately below it, making us glad that the hut had been shifted. From 

here the track turned uphill and emerged from the bush and we soon reached a signposted junction on a 

ridgeline, taking us 25 minutes, where we dropped our packs. It was quite an easy jaunt along the ridgeline to 

Mt Fell summit at 1602m about one hour from the hut. While enjoying the vistas of the Richmond Range we 

could just make out some tiny figures of the other group approaching Mt Richmond on the far ridgeline. We 

quickly descended to the junction then climbed the ridgeline towards Johnson Peak and traversed under many 

impressive rugged rock outcrops. As we steadily climbed up the tussock slopes our thoughts were of the 

aircraft that crashed near here in 1942, killing all five people on board. As we reached the top of Johnson 

Peak ridgeline we met the other group where we chatted for a time before continuing on our way. 

 

After crossing a flat saddle we started a steep 

climb of 45 minutes up rocky scree slopes to 

the Mt Richmond summit at 1760m. We 

enjoyed our lunch with the superb views of the 

Richmond Ranges and southern Marlborough 

in every direction. Strangely, hordes of flies 

were flitting around on the rocks on the summit 

ridgeline, perhaps the result of the recent hot 

weather. We descended the summit ridge, 

meeting up with several Marlborough TC 

members on a tough day trip. Veering off the 

ridge, the route crossed a field of boulders then 

a very steep descent on loose scree and rocks.  

 

We entered the bush and soon reached the 8-bunk Richmond Saddle Hut in a grassy clearing after a total day 

of 6½ hours. The rest of the afternoon was spent relaxing outside in the welcome shade of the nearby trees. 

The other group traversed across to Mt Fell Hut in seven hours, staying the night. 

 

Monday was again fine but with a complete layer of cloud in the valleys 300m below us. After a 40 minute 

sidle through the bush it was a steady descent on a good ridge track. We emerged from the bush at the 

carpark in only 2¾ hours which was quicker than we had all expected. We all had been previously warned by 

other trampers about a flat tyre on our vehicle but the spare was soon in place, courtesy of the two men in the 

group. After driving down the forestry road we carefully negotiated the ford across Top Valley Stream. The 

other group dropped down from Mt Fell Hut to Timms Creek taking six hours with an enjoyable swim in the 

creek on the way.  

 

Only four other trampers were at the two huts in total over both nights, unusual for a fine summer weekend. 

Overall a fabulous trip to the top of the south’s iconic peak and great to complete a successful crossover.  

The party was Eric, Esther, Robert, Joy, Marie (Mt Fell to Mt Richmond), Rob, Maria, Chris, Jo and Arif (Mt 

Richmond to Mt Fell).                  Robert 

 

An interesting day out 
Whispering Falls and Chromite Mine – Sunday 4 February 2018 

The forecast was fine, but there was a steady drizzle when we gathered in Richmond. We took off to the 

Roding River but we were informed by the caretaker that logging operations were taking place in the area and 

although they were not working at the moment, there was a risk of moving logs so we were not permitted to 

use the track to the Champion Mine. He did inform us though that we could visit the dam site which we did.  

 

After a brief discussion, plan B was decided on and we went back to the Hacket carpark and tramped up to 

Whispering Falls. It was in all its colourful glory with just enough rain to produce a stunning effect. We had our 

lunch on the grassy knoll on top of the falls then made our way down past numerous people and their dogs. 

We then walked up the Chromite Mine Track and inspected the mines, the new picnic table, the full water 

tanks, the old Chrome Road and then descended down the new track. There were several groups of people 

using the track which is very encouraging especially as the track is not signposted at the Hacket junction. We 

got back to the cars at 4pm after an interesting day out. 

The participants were Julian, Leslie G, Diane, Marian, Colin, Arif and visitors Amrita, Mike and James. 

         Julian 

Mt Fell Hut  Photo: Robert 
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Walking in the rain 
Maitai Caves – Sunday 11 February 2018 

Six of us left Maitai carpark in light drizzle. For some a chance to avoid housework, for others a chance to try 

out wet weather gear – but most of all we just felt like a Sunday morning tramp in a beautiful area. Given that 

the rain was forecast to get considerably heavier in the afternoon, we agreed to shorten the original trip and 

not necessarily go beyond Sclanders Stream. 

 The stream was looking good so some 

boulder-hopped and others waded across and 

we then walked along the remarkable two 

metre wide isthmus separating Sclanders from 

the South Maitai - and into the beautiful forest 

beyond. With rain-enhanced colours and the 

singing stream adding to the feeling, we 

travelled cautiously over wet rocks and roots 

for half a kilometre until we reached a good 

spot for morning tea. What makes a good 

spot? Food, drink and good company. With all 

three aplenty we chatted in the pouring rain for 

many minutes before turning around and 

retracing our steps. 

 

On the way back to town, the rain really settled in. We were pleased to have made the most of the morning. 

By late afternoon the lower Maitai River had flooded, closing some streets. Who had the best wet weather 

gear on the day? Ask Colin, Lesley, Marion, Jeni, Pat and Julian. 

          Colin 

 

Medium sweet 
Marlborough Meander – 17-18 February 2018 

Medium sweet could be used to describe a popular wine, or may be used to describe the leader, but definitely 

used to sum up this weekend. Five of us left Nelson around 11am Saturday morning to have lunch in 

Havelock around 12.20pm. We chose a nice rounded table near the church overlooking the harbour. With 

flasks and tasty morsels out, a leisurely lunch was had and then a drive to Ngakuta Bay at the start of the Link 

Pathway. This walkway system is almost complete. It’s a series of tracks off Queen Charlotte Drive, to link 

Havelock and Picton, mainly designed for mountain bikers, but walkers will enjoy this too. Our group did the 

section to a viewpoint of Shakespeare Bay and then back, taking nearly three hours. There were great views 

over Queen Charlotte Sound and the isolated baches spread along the coast. On this warm day we came 

across some mountain bikers and walkers, this was the ideal warmup for Sunday. The leader has got 

connections and we able to stay at his friend’s five bedroom house just up from the main street in Picton. 

There was plenty of room for everyone, the party settled in, then Eric and Esther joined us in time for dinner. A 

pleasant meal was enjoyed at the RSA.  

 

The next day it was a 25 minute drive to the Wither Hills Farm Park just out of Blenheim. This 65 hectare area 

offers a wide range of tracks for all levels, mainly mountain bike trails but some walking tracks thrown in. We 

started and finished at the carpark in Redwood Street. First the Lower Farm Track which was mostly flat, with 

a few runners and then sheep, lots of sheep heading towards us, blocking our way. We walked slowly towards 

them, but no one backed down, then one sheep runs amuck the other way and the rest followed. Alison 

thought that was amusing. We realised a few minutes later the farmer on his quad bike was heading them our 

way and we spoiled the party, probably making him 20 minutes behind schedule. Along the Taylor River Trail, 

there was a stream crossing then a road bash to the Stockyard Track. This was mountain bike territory now, 

but it was noticeable how clearly marked the tracks were. Next the Short Loop Track and the start of two hills. 

Val was leading the charge to the Rotary Lookout where Di was taking lots of photos, ambling along to Quail 

Junction, where there are toilets and water. This is all open farmland and on this hot day the sunblock was 

needed and with hats on. Next was the hardest hill of the day - the Intersect Track - sharp and nasty, but the 

group went at their own pace. After catching our breath it was the Taylor View Track, and ten minutes later we 

found a spot in the shade for lunch. 

 

Who had the best wet weather gear?  Photo: Colin 



9 
 

Next was the Split Apple Peak Track which 

is both a biking and walking track, with some 

up and downs, but a good sweat was had. 

We came to a junction and our goal Mt 

Vernon. It’s only 422m high but it feels 

higher and has 360° views of Blenheim and 

the Wairau Plains. Although it was a little 

windy our party stayed there for quite a 

while. From there it was all downhill on the 

Mt Vernon Track past the airstrip and 

fertiliser bin to the carpark at 3.10pm. But 

Alison was sitting in the shade reading a 

book and had been there for over an hour – 

how was this possible you may ask? You 

will have to hear it from her. So in 

conclusion a six hour day, a good workout, 

great company and it’s worth coming back 

for the mountain biking.  

As Sweet Pea would say: 

“The accom was good, we would all prevail 

And no one had to top-and-tail.” 

 

The participants were: David (leader and scribe), Donell, Di, Val, Alison, Eric and Esther. 

 

City, sea and mountain views 
Marsden Valley circuit – Sunday 25 February 2018 

Marsden Valley is one of Stoke's treasures. Leaving the carpark at 9am, we climbed the gentle Involution Trail 

zig-zagging through manuka then red beech to the Barnicoat Ridge Road. Here we stopped for elevenses and 

a chat with three trampers who'd climbed the steeper Scout Track. Any members of our party who had 

secretly wanted to come that way (as originally advertised) bravely hid their disappointment. Anna led us 

along "Widdershins Trail", a new bike track which traverses the top of the valley just below Ridge Road. With 

stops to chat and admire the views, we took nearly an hour to reach the beehives at the skid site. From here 

we followed Glider Road through pine and Douglas fir to the cleared area where parapanters take off. With 

city, sea and mountain views, plus picnic tables and a toilet, this made a great lunch spot. Donell showed us a 

photo of a newly-arrived giant cruise ship - which we then spied. Val decided to visit it on the way home. 

Julian took us the final steps to the top and views into the Roding/Hacket watersheds. On the way down Glider 

Road we met Lesley bounding up. Just before the carpark we detoured see to the tunnel that pipes water from 

the Roding to Nelson and complete a very pleasant day. 

The nine keen trampers were Colin (scribe), Anna, Donell, Jeni, Julian, Ken, Marie, Val and Anne (visitor). 

 

Boulder Lake Hut – 2-4 March 2018 Cancelled (weather and Takaka Hill Road restrictions) 

 

 
 

Tramping Grades   
Gradings are a combination of gradient, distance and roughness of track 

Easy – up to 4 hours on a good track, easy gradient 

Easy/moderate – up to 6 hours on a good track, mostly easy gradient 

Moderate – 6 hours plus, on a rougher track, some climbing 

Moderate/hard – Up to 8 hours on rougher track, often climbing 

Hard – 8 hours plus on a rough track, often steep 

 
Club Contacts 

Secretary: Jo Ecroyd 544 7038   
Email: wtc.richmond@gmail.com 
Editor: Robert Wopereis 544 0142   
Email: robertw@kinect.co.nz 

Wither Hills Farm Park Photo: David 

mailto:wtc.richmond@gmail.com
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Waimea Tramping Club Programme – March-June 2018 
When planning to go on any trips please contact the leader by Monday night for an overnight trip and by 
Thursday night for a day trip.  Make phone calls before 9pm please. If you are staying in a hut, remember 
your hut tickets! You, NOT THE CLUB, are responsible for your safety and well-being on trips. 

* Map numbers refer to Topomap 260 (old) and Topo50 (new). 

Date Trip 
 

Map* Grade & Cost Contact 

Sat-Sun 
10-11 March 

John Reid Hut 
Kahurangi National Park 

M28 M27 
BQ24 BQ23 

Moderate 
$20 

Rob and Maria 541 8598 

Cross the Wangapeka River and ascend Chummies Track to John Reid Hut (6-bunks, $5 hut ticket) taking about 
5 hours. Sunday return to the Wangapeka River via Gibbs Track. 

Monday 
12 March 

COMMITTEE MEETING 7.00pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond 

Saturday 
17 March 

North Peak 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N28 
BR25 

Moderate 
$11 

Maria 541 8598 
Alison 545 8399 

From Inwood Lookout in the Wai-iti Valley ascend a marked track to the crest of a range taking about 2 hours. 
North Peak is a 1564m peak northeast of Gordons Knob on the Gordon Range and is not named on maps. 

Sunday  
25 March 

Mt Fishtail  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O28 
BR27 BQ27 

Hard  
$34 

David 021 201 5682 

Camp Saturday night at Mill Flat on Pine Valley Road off the Northbank Road. A steep track climbs a bush ridge 
to the bushline then across scree slopes and the north-west ridge to the summit of this distinctive 1643m peak.  
At least 10 hours return. 

Easter  
30 Mar-2 April 

Kaikoura O31 
BT27 

Easy/moderate 
$53 

Chris and Jo 544 7038 

Stay at Peketa Beach Holiday Park, 7km south of Kaikoura for day trips in the area. Cabins are booked. 

Wednesday 
4 April 

CLUB NIGHT: Sharing tramping 
food ideas and photos 

7.30 pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond Gold coin donation 

Bring along photos taken on recent tramps to share. Also bring along samples of your tramping food to show 
others and be prepared to share your tramping food ideas. 

Saturday  
7 April 

Goat Hill, Okiwi Bay 
Marlborough Sounds 

O26 
BP27 

Easy /moderate 
$15 

Colin 547 7511 
Julian 542 3147 

A steady grade up this 395m hill in the Okiwi Bay Scenic Reserve taking 2 hours. Partway a good lookout over 
Okiwi Bay and at the summit a scenic lookout over Croisilles Harbour. Return the same way. 

Monday  
9 April 

COMMITTEE MEETING 7.00pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond 

Sunday  
15 April 

Takaka Hill Walkway plus 
Harwoods Hole 

N26  
BP25 

Easy  
$17 

Diane 021 144 3471 

On Takaka Hill follow a loop track in karst country taking 2½-3 hours. Then at Canaan carpark a 45 minute track 
through beech forest with stunning limestone rock formations to Harwoods Hole, NZ’s deepest vertical shaft. 

Sunday  
22 April 

Dun Saddle & Coppermine 
Saddle circuit 

O26 
BQ26 

Moderate  
$5 

Alison 545 8399 
David W. 021 201 5682 

From the Maitai Dam carpark follow the track up the Maitai River South Branch as far as Dun Saddle then loop 
back through bush to Coppermine Saddle and back down to the dam. About 7½ hours return. 

Sunday 
29 April 

Kairuru Marble Quarry N26 
BP25 

Easy/moderate 
$12 

Julian 542 3147 
Diane 021 144 3471 

From Moss Road, Sandy Bay follow farm roads up to the Kairuru Quarry where marble was extracted for the 
Parliament Buildings and the Beehive. About 5-6 hrs return. 

Wednesday 
2 May 

CLUB NIGHT: AGM &  
South America by Joy Bryant  

7.30 pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond Gold coin donation 

Joy made a trip to South America last year with this talk mainly on her time in Peru and Brazil. 
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Date Trip 
 

Map* Grade & Cost Contact 

Fri-Sat-Sun 
4-6 May 

Ruby Lake & Lake Lockett  
Kahurangi National Park 

M26 
BP24 

Moderate 
$25 

David S. 544 1573 

Travel to Cobb Valley on Friday and walk to Sylvester Hut (12-bunks, $15 hut ticket). Next day walk up Iron Hill 
and to Ruby Lake. Then from there to Lake Lockett to camp. Walk out along trap line back to the Cobb. 

Monday 
7 May 

COMMITTEE MEETING: Trip 
planning for July to September 

7.00pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond 

Sunday 
13 May 

Mt Hope 
Kahurangi National Park 

M29 
BR24 

Moderate 
$17 

Robert 544 0142 by 1pm 

From Boulder Creek on SH6 between Glenhope and Kawatiri, walk up an unmaintained route to this 1244m 
summit amongst large granite rocks taking about 3½ hours. Return the same way. 

Sat-Sun 
19-20 May 

Hunters Hut  
Mt Richmond Forest park 

N28 
BR25 

Moderate 
$11 

Robert 544 0142 by 1pm 

From Inwood Lookout walk over North Ridge and down into the headwaters of the Left Branch Motueka River, 
then up to Hunters Hut (8-bunks, $5 hut ticket) taking 4½-5 hours. Stay the night at hut and return the same way. 

Saturday 
26 May 

Barnicoat Range & Roding River 
crossover 

N27 
BQ26 

Easy/moderate  
$7 

Colin 547 7511  
Alison 545 8399 

One group starts at Marsden Valley and walks up the Involution Track and along Barnicoat Range while the 
other starts at the Roding Dam and climbs the zigzag road to the ridge. Practise tent pitching and cook lunch 
near the top (685m). Allow 6 hours including a lunch stop. 

Sat-Sun-Mon 
2-4 June 

D’Urville Island  
 

P26  
BP28 BN28 

All grades  
$37 

Jeff 522 4994 

Take 4WD vehicles on a barge from French Pass to Kapowai and stay at the D’Urville Island Community Hall for 
day trips. The cost for barge is about $300 return per vehicle and the cost for accommodation for the whole 
group is about $60 per night. 

Wednesday 
6 June 

CLUB NIGHT: 
Japan by Chris & Jo Ecroyd 

7.30 pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond Gold coin donation 

Chris and Jo will give a presentation on their recent cultural and walking experiences on the main island of 
Honshu during 2017. 

Sunday  
10 June 

Browning Hut  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N28 O28 
BQ26 

Easy/moderate
$4         

Julian 542 3147 
Maria  541 8598 

From the Hacket carpark in the Aniseed Valley walk up the Hacket Track to Browning Hut. May return via Hacket 
Hut. About 6-7 hours return. 

Monday  
11 June 

COMMITTEE MEETING 7.00pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, 
Champion Road, Richmond 

Sat-Sun  
16-17 June 

Wakaretu Bay  
Pelorus Sound 

P27 
BQ28 

Easy/moderate 
$24 

Rob 541 8598 

Stay the night at Jeff Lukey's bach, 12km from Havelock, costs $10 per person. Day walks may include Mt 
Cawte (474m) - about 4 hours return, also Mt Parkinson (576m) - a 4½ hour circuit to a nearby high point. May 
also do part of the Nydia Track from Kaiuma Bay up to Kaiuma Saddle (387m). Shorter walks also nearby. 

Saturday 
23 June 

Mid-winter at Melrose                              O27  
BQ26 

Easy  
$0 

Alison 545 8399 

Meet at Victory Square, walk up to the summit of the Grampians (390m) on the Kahikatea Track then down via 
the Tawa Track in time for a delicious lunch at Melrose House Café. Optional to return the same way. 

Fri-Sat-Sun 
29 June-1 July 

Mangarakau Swamp Lodge, 
Whanganui Inlet, Golden Bay 

M25  
BN23 

Easy  
$40 

Esther and Eric 265 6041 

Leave on Friday afternoon for a weekend at the Mangarakau Swamp Lodge and choose from several options for 
walks on Saturday and Sunday including Knuckle Hill (506m), Lake Otuhie, Kaihoka Lakes and various coastal 
walks.  The lodge accommodates 15 people and costs $10 per person, per night. 

 


