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Editor’s Report 
The weather over summer has been a real mixture, often dry and sunny and not as hot as some recent years. 

Surprisingly snow has fallen on the ranges twice over summer - once just after Christmas and also mid-

January. Club trips have nearly all gone ahead – with only one trip cancelled due to the weather, but three 

destinations were altered to suit the weather. Numbers out on club trips over summer have been very good, 

averaging 11 trampers. 

 

Upcoming trips Include six trips to Mt Richmond Forest Park, four trips to the Marlborough Sounds, while there 

are three local trips. Two trips each travel to Kahurangi and to Nelson Lakes, while one trip travels to Golden 

Bay.               Robert Wopereis 

 

Top Shot 

 
Brass Monkey Bivvy, Lewis Tops   Photo: Esther 

Club Nights  
7:30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, Champion Road, Richmond 

 

Wednesday 7 April: Caving In Nelson 

What lurks beneath us? A local speleologist gives an insight into caving in our region. A look at the gear and 

some of the spectacular caves that we have. 

 

Wednesday 5 May: AGM and Rescue Helicopter 

A talk by Nelson Marlborough Rescue Helicopter general manager Paula Muddle or a crew member on the 

work they do responding to over 500 missions in the top of the South Island each year.  

 

http://www.waimeatrampingclub.org.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/waimeatrampingclub
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Hut and Track News 
Goose Flat Hut on the Clarence River in South Marlborough has been destroyed by fire during January. 

 

Lees Creek Hut in the Raglan Range has been renovated during February by Murchison’s Ultimate Descents 

team led by Tim Marshall. A new Wagener Sparky wood burner has been installed, replacing the old pot belly 

stove. New bunks have been installed, the hut repainted inside and out, and a new woodshed built. 

 

 
Mataketake Hut, South Westland  Photo: stuff.co.nz 

New alpine hut opens 

A new hut built on the Mataketake Range near Haast in South Westland honours the late Andy Dennis, a well-

known conservationist, tramper and writer who died in Nelson in 2016, aged 72 and left a bequest for a hut to 

be constructed in Paparoa National Park or South Westland. The hut build was led by Rob Brown on behalf of 

the Andy Dennis Estate, and the Backcountry Trust who will own the hut and work with DOC on its 

maintenance. 

 

The eight-bunk hut which was estimated to have cost about $280,000 was opened on Saturday 13 February 

with a gathering of Andy’s friends and family, DOC staff, and representatives of Te Rūnanga o Makaawhio. 

The idea of building the hut was to link in with the re-opening of two historic tracks to the Mataketake tops that 

had become overgrown. The Mataketake Range is gentle country, with rolling easy tops, dotted with tarns and 

lakes and is the sort of tramping tops that many people will have the skills to enjoy. 

 

Access to the Mataketake Hut is via the Mataketake Tops Loop Route. The route starts at the northern Haast 

to Paringa Cattle Track carpark on SH6, approximately 40km north of Haast or 78km south of Fox Glacier. 

Route details: SH6 to Blowfly Hut: 1½ hours, Blowfly Hut to Mataketake Hut via Maori Saddle Route: 7½ 

hours, Blowfly Hut to Mataketake Hut via Mica Mine Tops Route: 6½ hours. The fee for the hut is $25 per 

night. Bookings and payment must be made at the Haast Visitor Centre or the Franz Josef Visitor Centre. 

 

 

More DOC huts and campsites open for online bookings 

Campers and trampers are now able to book and pay for a broader range of campsites and huts through the 

DOC website. This provide individuals, groups and families confidence their accommodation is secured before 

their arrival. People can also use their backcountry hut passes when booking online. 

 

Huts joining DOC’s online booking service in the upper South Island include Bushline Hut, Kōhanga Atawhai - 

Manson Nicholls Hut, Kirwans Hut and Big River Hut.  

 

DOC manages around 950 huts and 300 campgrounds across the country in some of the most scenic spots in 

Aotearoa offering a range of options for all users. Prices range from free (basic) to $18 (serviced) per adult, 

per night for camping and the majority of huts range from $5 to $15 per adult, per night. 

To start booking, including creating an account, visit www.bookings.doc.govt.nz 

http://www.bookings.doc.govt.nz/
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A favourite tramp  
Mt Arthur, Kahurangi National Park – Saturday 28 November 2020 

A poor weather forecast for the Sunday meant the scheduled Balloon Hut 

weekend trip was cancelled, so Mt Arthur was the substitute. Five 

trampers left the Flora carpark at a brisk pace on the wide smooth track 

toward Mt Arthur Hut. This section is all in bush cover and most notable 

is the fascinating mountain neinei (dracophyllum traversii) that grows 

here between an altitude of 760m and 1400m and named after politician, 

explorer and naturalist William Travers. 

 

Reaching the hut in one hour we enjoyed a stop then carried on up 

towards the summit, all in the open. After a steady ridgeline comes a 

steeper section where the track is becoming badly eroded. After a small 

knoll the track sidles the western side of the upward ridge, heading above 

Horseshoe Basin. Here we spotted two kea just below the track, feeding 

on the vegetation and unusually they were completely quiet. Tussock 

soon gave way more often to large sections of fractured marble rock and 

a few steep sections. The signposted turnoff to Ellis Basin was passed, then the last 30 minutes the track 

climbed under the summit ridge. Some clambering is required through some marble rock outcrops then a 

small pinch to the summit ridge and 

5-10 minutes along to the summit 

at 1795m, taking 3½ hours in total. 

We sheltered from the ever-present 

westerly wind on the lee side of the 

summit enjoying the superb views 

over Tasman Bay and around to 

the mountains of Kahurangi. A fine 

morning had changed to an 

increasing cover of high cloud, as 

we headed back down the same 

route to the carpark, very satisfied 

with our day. Always a favourite trip 

of many trampers and for over 30 

other trampers we met on the track. 

The trampers were Robert (scribe), 

Maria, Rob, Sue J and Karen. 

 

 

 

Lockett Range Traverse – 4-6 December 2020 – Cancelled (weather) 

 

A pleasant easy tramp 
Apple Tree Bay, Abel Tasman National Park – Sunday 6 December 2020 

A small band of pre-Christmas trampers enjoyed a very pleasant easy tramp in fine conditions. It’s always 

pleasant crossing the Sandy Bay board walk on a fine summer morning. The tide was out and the views 

inland were stunningly clear. We took in the sights at Stu’s Lookout than had a long morning tea at the Tinline 

Campsite.  

 

We took our time on the benched coastal track that winds round Coquille Bay to Guilbert Point then winds its 

way along to Apple Tree Bay. It was sunny but a bit windy on the beach and not as crowded as in other years. 

We made our way to a shady pine tree and found a sheltered spot for our lunch. 

A few braved the wind and had a very refreshing swim in a choppy sea. 

 

The return walk was very pleasant as the tide was incoming and the vistas change so dramatically at high 

tide. We did notice that the track users were a bit different. Many more Kiwis but still a few from faraway lands, 

who were out and about taking advantage of all this beautiful park has to offer. We had an excellent day, 

which was especially enjoyed by those who appreciated an easy day.  

Participants: Julian (scribe), Odette, Uta, Robyn, Rob and Maria. 

        On the Mt Arthur Track above Horseshoe Basin with Mt Arthur beyond 
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Closer to home 
Dun Mountain – Saturday 12 December 2020 

Dun Mountain is situated on the 

Bryant Range, is close to Nelson, 

over 1000 metres, not too steep a 

climb, a decent day out and with 

great views, so it ticks all the 

boxes. Originally we were going to 

Julius Summit but the weather that 

day was hit and miss, so seven 

participants left Maitai Dam carpark 

at 8:30am for our adventure. 

 

It was a beautiful day as we ambled 

along the nice track with a light 

breeze and before long we reached 

the sign marked Maitai Caves. Our 

group took the left fork over a 

bridge and keeping together and at 

a steady pace, we started the 

climb. We soon found a spot off the track for our morning smoko. It was already fairly high up and photos were 

taken and some future trips planned. Upwards and onwards the track opened up and our party reached 

another fork with Coppermine Saddle on the right and Dun Saddle to the left, so the gang went left and finally 

reached Dun Saddle. There are quite a few signposts here. The wind really hit us, blowing hats off, shoving 

some in sideways directions, but we are made of stern stuff and never gave a thought to quit, so the left arrow 

was our destination. 

 

The first part is steep and follows red marker poles, but we kept together, then after about 20 minutes it 

flattened out somewhat. This part was the best because you get views of the Tasman Bay and the ranges on 

the other side. It was a very rocky track but soon all of us made it to Dun Shelter. Looking for a place out of 

the wind, we agreed to first walk to the summit (1129 metres), then have lunch at the shelter. So at about 1pm 

we knocked it off, then had a bit of a walk around and more photos, but because of the wind we didn’t want to 

hang around too long. If you carried on you would walk to Little Twin and eventually Maungatapu Saddle. 

 

After lunch it was back the same way, but I always feel you can see things differently on the way back. After 

negotiating the steep descent to the saddle we just wanted to keep going and get out of the wind. Once 

getting through that, it was a nice and relaxing, mostly downhill to the finish. We came across a couple of 

trampers intending to stay at Rocks Hut, a few mountain bikers (not surprising as this is a shared pathway), 

who were watching out for trampers and very polite and finally back to the cars around 4pm. We had walked 

nearly 8 hours, had great conversation and banter, did a distance of around 21km and I was the only fella with 

this group of lovely ladies. Well done everyone! 

Those lucky enough to partake were: David (leader and scribe), Di, Robyn, Marian, Lesley, Marie and Anthea. 

 

 

An off-track adventure 
Julius Summit, Nelson Lakes National Park – Sunday 13 December 2020 

Unsettled weather forecast made us change the weekend trip that was going to Angelus Hut into a day trip to 

Julius Summit. We left the Mt Robert carpark at 9am and walked up the Pinchgut Track for morning tea at the 

shelter. The weather was surprisingly good and we enjoyed the views. We continued on the ridge to just 

before Julius Summit and had a short early lunch stop before leaving the track.  

 

Maria guided us on the spur which took us down to the Speargrass Track. The main part was on steep soft 

scree that was fairly easy going. Once we were back in the bush, we went down as straight as possible until 

we hit the track. The undergrowth was quite thin which made it not too hard to find a route. We tracked the 

route on our phone app which showed an almost straight line down from the top. Well done Maria, and a good 

resource for future reference. Back on the main track we took a rest and second lunch break. From there it 

was a straightforward walk back to the carpark. It had turned out a warm day and we stopped for refreshments 

at the General Store in St Arnaud. 

       The group at Dun Saddle with Dun Mountain behind 



5 
 

 

Trip facts: distance: 14km; total trip time: 7½ hours with 5½ hours walking time. Elevation gain and loss about 

1000m. Those on the trip: Maria, Rob, Sue J, Liz, Julie, Eric, visitor Christina and trip leader Esther. 

 

Rabbit Island Christmas Barbeque – Saturday 19 December 2020 

Surprisingly Rabbit Island was not that busy at 10am so we easily found a space to set up our portable 

barbeque and begin to boil the billy for morning tea. Fresh cheese scones and cake went down a treat and 

before long we were ready for some exercise. Most of us followed a 15km bike trail around Rabbit Island and 

then refreshed by swimming in the sea. By now our appetites were back so time for lunch. The Nelson 

Tramping Club, coincidently, were also having a get together and they set up next to us. We mixed and 

mingled and combined some activities. In the afternoon we challenged them to a cricket match. This used to 

be an annual event between the clubs but the last challenge was 15 years ago! Maybe someone will dig out 

the trophy from those times?? Some keen bikers rode off to hone their biking skills on the mountain bike 

tracks. Another cuppa and more Christmas food was had mid-afternoon. While all were gathered in one spot 

the Santa bag came out and the secret Santa game began. Gradually people peeled away and headed for 

home. A great sunny day out. 

 

Those participating were: Rob M, Maria, Paula, Esther, Eric, Angela and Ian W, Val and Christine L, Mary H, 

Anne L, Sue and Rob J and Arif. David W joined us at the end of the day. 

 

An enjoyable and interesting long weekend 
Lake Brunner Day Walks – 31 December 2020-4 January 2021 

At midday on Thursday, eight trampers arrived at the Lake Brunner Country Motel & Holiday Park situated two 

kilometres north of the lake, all of us staying in cabins. In the afternoon we completed three short walks at the 

western end of Moana, close to the lakeside. The Velenski Walk was a brief 12 minute circuit with a small 

climb through beautiful podocarp forest including some towering rimu. Then it was across the Arnold River 

footbridge and along the Rakitane Walk close to the bank of the Arnold River, also through lush West Coast 

bush, with a loop at the end of the track then returning to the footbridge, taking 25 minutes. Next was the 

Lakeside Walk, which was no marked track, but just an easy stroll from the footbridge along the lakeshore 

past numerous people out relaxing and riding jet skis and sea biscuits. We reached the first side creek after 

30 minutes then returned to the cars. Then we headed to the Arnold Dam Walk, 10km north of Moana and 

down a short side road. It was confusing searching for the start because of a few side roads that were not 

signposted, but we found the carpark close to the powerhouse. Heading right from the powerhouse we 

crossed a bridge over the Arnold River, beneath which was the pipeline running from the dam, but buried out 

of sight in the bridge structure. The track headed upstream then zigzagged uphill about 40m onto a terrace, 

soon coming to a lookout over a small lake in the river and the dam. The track did not head down to the dam 

but looped back to the bridge and powerhouse taking one hour altogether. It was impressive watching the 

powerful flow of water emerging from the powerhouse tailrace. A good finish on a fine, warm West Coast day. 

 

On Friday it was cloudy with the 

possibility of the cloud burning off, 

so our plan was to climb Mt Te 

Kinga. We headed 4km south-east 

of Moana and turned off onto 

Cashmere Bay Road. At the end of 

the road we searched for the DOC 

sign for the Te Kinga Track, which 

we eventually found at the back of 

the carpark. It started at a steady 

gradient and we reached the first 

lookout over Iveagh Bay after 15 

minutes. The track headed away 

from the lake to the second lookout 

after a further 35 minutes and the 

third lookout after another ten 

minutes. Both these lookouts had 

better views across to Moana on 

the other side of Lake Brunner. A 

DOC sign indicated that the track 

          The group on Mt Te Kinga summit at Lake Brunner 
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from here was for fit and experienced trampers, as the track became steeper and rougher with many tree 

roots in places. We went over a small spur then reached the fourth lookout. Climbing higher the gradient soon 

eased and the trees thinned out as we reached the bushline with the views opening up. From here it was quite 

scrubby mainly with turpentine scrub and a steady climb for a further 20 minutes to the 1196m highpoint and 

trig after nearly four hours. The true Te Kinga summit was much further on, but only eight metres higher at 

1204m, but we were happy with our efforts. The cloud was just above us, so we still had grand views across 

Lake Brunner and the surrounding area. We returned to the bushline for lunch where Val was waiting for us, 

then it was three hours back down to the cars. A full day of tramping of nearly eight hours and steep and 

rugged in places but well rewarded with sweeping summit views. 

 

On Saturday some overnight rain had cleared but with the cloud quite low, a valley walk was our best option. 

We headed 40km south of Moana to the Taipo Valley Track and our destination of Dillon Hut. We parked at a 

small carpark just off SH73 and headed off on an old 4WD road. We climbed about 150m to avoid a gorge 

then descended to river flats. Numerous small side creeks meant wet feet was unavoidable. We encountered 

a very boggy section where we decided to head up the riverbank which had a steep side. But we did find an 

easy enough way through this bog on our return later. As we were about to stop for a break, rain started so we 

found some shelter under some trees overlooking the river. The rain stopped soon after we started off again. 

We passed a section where the 4WD road had been washed out, but it was still easy enough to get past on 

foot. The old 4WD road entered a section of riverbed but with a trampers flood track higher up on the 

riverbank. We continued up the riverbed then soon had to cross a significant side creek then go along a gorse 

overgrown foot track. We regained the old 4WD road on river flats which made for quicker progress on the 

fairly wide valley. The last hurdle was the very wide stony riverbed of Seven Mile Creek. Some linked arms to 

cross the swift stream but then one person had a fall after steeping on loose rocks but was OK. Dillons 

Homestead Hut was a couple of minutes from the stream, then another five minutes to the newer Dillon Hut, 

taking us 3½ hours altogether. On our return we detoured slightly to view the derelict Seven Mile Creek Hut 

nearly out of sight from the main track. But we were surprised at the scene of an abandoned camp next to the 

old hut, including a car, house bus, van, caravan and tunnel house. We presume this was a goldmining camp, 

abandoned when the 4WD access was washed out in about 2018. We returned back to the cars in three 

hours with a little sunshine. Another full but interesting day. 

 

Sunday was rainy but we did not miss out on any exercise as most of us headed to the Greymouth indoor pool 

to do some laps and soak in the hot pool. Val and Christine did some shopping, then we all met at 

Sevenpenny Café. The rain stopped mid-afternoon so we all did a walk around Moana town before heading to 

Hotel Lake Brunner for a very nice evening meal. Some interesting information panels in the town told us that 

the lake is 40 square kilometres in area (larger than Lake Rotoroa and Lake Rotoiti combined), 109m deep, 

and formed by glaciers 109,000 years ago. 

 

On Monday we headed home, stopping in Reefton for an hour then it was on to the Larrys Creek Track. We 

turned off SH69, about 16km north of Reefton, just north of Larry River and along a 6km 4WD forestry road 

which was quite narrow and rough with many potholes. The easy track followed the bank of the Larry River, 

winding through nice beech forest reaching the historic Caledonian goldmine after about 35 minutes. We 

inspected the impressive old steam engine then had our lunch. Across the river was the quartz stamper 

battery but this involved a thigh-deep river crossing. Rob headed through the river but was disappointed no 

one followed him. We all soon re-united back on the same side of the river and headed back along the track to 

the start.  

 

An enjoyable and interesting long weekend. The group was Robert (scribe), Rob, Maria, Esther, Eric, Val, 

Christine and Arif. 

 

Spectacular views 
Gordons Pyramid Circuit, Kahurangi National Park – Saturday 16 January 2021 

The main group met at the Badminton Hall carpark at 7.30am and with three trampers picked up along the 

way, we had 25 keen trampers for this trip. While there was a little light rain in the lowlands the Mt Arthur 

Plateau was under a clear blue sky.  We started walking at 9am from Flora Saddle carpark soon walking down 

past Flora Hut to the Clouston Mine Track. From the start we split up the large group with a faster group soon 

disappearing out in front.  
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Our group of 15 had morning tea 

near the swingbridge and then 

headed up the mine track. On the 

way we heard long-tailed cuckoo 

and kea calling but couldn’t see the 

birds. We had a quick look at the 

mine entrance and then climbed 

out of the forest and onto the open 

tussock country in brilliant 

sunshine.  After a steep climb to 

the summit of Gordons Pyramid we 

met up with the faster group for 

lunch at the top. We had 

spectacular clear views to the west, 

north and south, but there was 

some low cloud over Tasman Bay. 

  

From Gordons Pyramid the track 

goes up and down along a ridge 

crest with a steep, climb up a limestone outcrop at one point. However, the weathered rock provided plenty of 

hand and foot holds. A few of us had time along the way to photograph some of the flowering alpine plants 

which will be put onto the website iNaturalist.nz for anyone to see. Along this section it was possible to see the 

faster members of our party a long way ahead across this open landscape.  

 

There was a special request to find an interesting native orchid further down the track and three of us even 

managed to locate them but unfortunately they had finished flowering. Our instructions on the location proved 

accurate. The last of our group was back at the cars by 5.15 pm having taken just over eight hours for this 

very enjoyable tramp. 

 

Participants were: Chris (scribe), Maria, Rob M, Marian, Mary Hs, David S, Grant, Bernard, Nicky, Roger, 

Julie, Pauline, Esther, Eric, Miang, Anne, Mary H, Karen, Christine, Anthea, Pete, Marie, Ian W and visitors 

Rob L and Kathy. 

 

 

A classic track 
Travers-Sabine Circuit, Nelson Lakes National Park – 23-27 January 2021 

This trip was postponed a few 

times since mid-November 

because we needed a five day 

window of good weather. 

Eventually we saw our opportunity 

in January. Even then, we 

postponed by a day as a snow 

storm swept across the ranges 

depositing up to a metre of snow in 

places. It was a relief to finally be 

on our way. One group of four went 

in from Rotoroa and the other four 

went in from Kerr Bay. Each group 

crossed each lake in a water taxi 

and walked the five hours to West 

Sabine Hut or John Tait Hut. 

Despite the drizzly rain and not 

seeing wasps, three of us were 

stung on our legs by wasps.  

 

On day 2, two from the Rotoroa group did a side trip up to Blue Lake. The other two had a rest day. 

Meanwhile, the Rotoiti group had a very scenic walk to Upper Travers Hut. Being only a three hour trek meant 

lots of time to enjoy our surrounds, including viewing the spectacular Travers Falls about an hour after leaving 

       Traversing Gordons Pyramid with Mt Arthur behind 

Blue Lake on the Travers-Sabine Circuit 
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the hut. Upper Travers Hut is situated just below the bushline and having a clear still day we all enjoyed the 

scenery.  

 

Day 3 was the day both groups crossed the saddle. There was still some patches of snow around, enough to 

make it very picturesque but not enough to be hazardous. There were strong wind gusts in the saddle. One 

gust blew me over just as I was carefully negotiating a patch of snow. At least it was a soft landing. Needless 

to say, we didn’t loiter in the saddle.  

 

The other group found the saddle calmer as they crossed later in the day. They had a look at a beautiful tarn. 

The two groups met on the Sabine side, just a bit below the bushline. From this bush edge the track has been 

rerouted to go straight down the ridge in the bush to re-join the old track (as marked on maps) near the valley 

floor. This is to take it away from the side of an avalanche path. There were endless signs warning us 

whenever we entered an avalanche path.  

 

On day 4 the Rotoiti group did the side trip to Blue Lake and beyond to view Lake Constance. Rob was able to 

explain all about the clarity of the lake and we admired the poster in Blue Lake Hut which shows Rob in action. 

After ten hours on our feet we were happy to be back at the West Sabine Hut. Meanwhile, those coming down 

the Travers Valley tramped the nine hours from Upper Travers Hut to Lakehead Hut, so on the fifth day they 

had a short day, arriving at Kerr Bay before midday. 

 

Those coming down the Sabine endured lots of wasps. We passed at least four wasp nests but fortunately no 

one got stung that day. It was good to get to the Sabine Hut before the day got too hot. A dip in the lake was a 

good way to cool off as we waited for the water taxi. All huts were relatively busy, but West Sabine Hut was 

the busiest reaching capacity on some nights. 

 

Those coming in from Rotoroa were; Esther, Arif, Jeannie and Anthea. 

Those coming in from Rotoiti were; Rob, Maria (scribe), Marie and Julie. 

 

 

A Goldilocks Day 
Archers Track, Marlborough Sounds – Sunday 24 January 2021 

Sandwiched between two beautiful 

bays in the Marlborough Sounds, 

with another halfway through, the 

Archers Track is an easy grade 

club favourite.  

 

15 of us set out from Penzance Bay 

heading west. The track wends its 

way across to the private cottage at 

Deep Cove which is at about the 

halfway point, and then continues 

on to Elaine Bay. The track is in 

fabulous condition - much of it can 

be walked two abreast, and it’s of 

dual walking / mountain bike 

quality. The bush is lush and 

beautiful, with tantalising glimpses 

of the blue-blue water below. 

 

It was a Goldilocks Day, not too hot and not too cold. Along with great company and no hills, this made for a 

very relaxed walk. We were out for about six and a half hours, including morning tea, a stop at Deep Cove in 

each direction, and a very leisurely lunch at Elaine Bay before returning back to Penzance Bay. 

 

We were: Diane (leader), Lesley, Leslie, Uta, Robyn, Mary, Anne, Anna, Helen, Donell, Donald, Lynley, Jo, 

Joy and Chris. 

 

 

 

     View along Tennyson Inlet from the Archers Track 
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11 Lovely Ladies go a-tramping 
Punakaiki & Inland Pack Track – 29 January-1 February 2021 

Friday 29 January.  

Weather conditions: a bluebird day. 

Three vehicles left Richmond on 

Friday afternoon bound for 

Punakaiki. One car left earlier than 

the others at 8.30am and managed 

to arrive later than the other three, 

having taken a slight ‘detour’ via 

Hokitika for the annual Driftwood 

Festival.  

 

In all, 11 lovely ladies 

rendezvoused at the Punakaiki 

Beach Camp at dinner time, and at 

9pm were lined up at the beach to 

enjoy a spectacular West Coast 

sunset.  

 

 

Saturday 30 January. Weather conditions: a bluebird day. 

A small sub-group headed up Mt Bovis, while the majority completed the Bullock Creek / Pororari River Loop. 

The track starts and finishes at the village, and takes in part of the Inland Pack Track, as well as the final 

section of the new Paparoa Great Walk. After the uninspiring gravel Bullock Creek Road, it's a nice flat walk 

through regenerating and mature forest.  

Near the Bullock Creek / Inland Pack Track junction is a side-track to the site of the 1995 Cave Creek tragedy. 

Of the 18 people on the viewing platform when it collapsed and plunged 30m, 13 outdoor-ed students and one 

DOC staff member lost their lives and 3 more students were seriously injured. This was a black day in NZ 

history from a totally preventable accident. 

After completing the loop, the group split up, with the local pub and the Pancake Rocks being popular choices. 

After dinner, the short walk to Trumans Beach was made, where another glorious sunset graced the horizon. 

 

Sunday 31 January. Weather conditions: a bluebird day. 

Overnight packs were shouldered and the Inland Pack Track adventure commenced. Built in 1867 during the 

gold rush to avoid dangerous coastal travel, the first part of the track from Bullock Creek is across flat 

farmland, scrub and forest. After lunch at the Fossil Creek junction, the wet-feet part of the day started. Fossil 

Creek was criss-crossed many times, and/or was waded straight up the middle. Downed trees presented 

interesting obstacles to clamber under and over, and in these places ankle-deep water often became over-

the-knee-deep. However much of the travel was on wide shingle banks. 

Leaving Fossil Creek, it was time to navigate Dilemma Creek. More of the same - lots of shingle, lots of 

crossings, and at times wet knickers ensued for even the taller team members. The Dilemma Gorge was 

impressive with its high towering sides, but the river valley stayed wide and sunny. 

Finally the confluence with the Fox River was reached. Crossing from the true left to the true right, going 

slightly downstream to avoid the deep pools, it was only 500m and six more river crossings to reach the 

Ballroom Overhang. Wow! It is massive - certainly big enough to hold a ball - and there was room for oodles of 

tents. It's easier to plant them around the outskirts as the ground closer to the rock wall was rock hard. The 

overhang gets the late afternoon and evening sun, so it was very enjoyable to sit by the river bank relaxing 

until the sun dipped below the canyon walls. 

 

Monday 1 February. Weather conditions: a bluebird day. 

The group split in two, with an advance guard heading to the coastal road end at Tiromoana to manage the 

car shuttle. It's about two hours from the overhang to the carpark, with only one additional shallow river 

crossing to negotiate from the confluence. 

From Punakaiki the cars headed northwards to Tauranga Bay. The seal colony there provided amusement, 

and was followed by a brisk there-and-back walk to the Cape Foulwind Lighthouse. 

 

An altogether fabulous long weekend (and a bluebird day every day!) The 11 Lovely Ladies were: Diane 

(leader), Anna, Karen, Robyn, Alison, Mary, Anne, Julie, Marie, Anthea and Kathy.  

       The Ballroom Overhang on the Inland Pack Track 
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A nice crossover trip 
Canaan-Birds Clearing Crossover, Abel Tasman National Park – Sunday 31 January 2021 

The Wainui Track could be the 

least used section of track in NZ’s 

most popular national park, but is 

still worthwhile visiting. On a partly 

cloudy day, eight trampers headed 

off in two carloads. At the Canaan 

turnoff the two drivers transferred to 

the other car so they could return in 

their own vehicle at their end of the 

track. The Birds Clearing group 

continued on past Takaka and 

turned off at Clifton onto Bird Road. 

This gravel road snaked uphill for 

9km to a small carpark at 670m, at 

the high point of the road, two 

hours from Richmond. The views 

west across Golden Bay were 

simply magnificent. We followed a 

farm road, climbing gently for 30 

minutes before entering native bush. The track then undulated along the Pikikirunga Range for one hour 

before veering left and descending steadily to the Wainui River. After 30 minutes we reached the first crossing 

of the river where we met the other group who started from Canaan and a good opportunity for lunch together.  

 

After lunch and having exchanged car keys, we carried on beside the gently flowing small river. The next 

shallow river crossing was after 30 minutes and just next to the four-bunk Wainui Hut situated in a good 

clearing. After a brief stop here, it was a steady climb up to Wainui Saddle then along the track skirting the 

limestone landscape of Canaan Downs and down to the carpark at the end of the Canaan Road. This was 

less than two hours from Wainui Hut and had taken us five hours altogether, completing a nice crossover trip. 

 

As it was only 2.30pm, the Birds Clearing group decided to head in for 45 minutes to Harwoods Hole as some 

had not been there before. We also detoured up the side track to the lookout over Gorge Creek. The Canaan 

group had also taken five hours for the trip and stopped at the Woolshed Café back at the Canaan turnoff for 

refreshments, waiting until the Birds Clearing group finished the extra trip to Harwoods Hole. 

 

The Birds Clearing trampers were Robert (scribe), Donald S, Maria and Marian. 

The Canaan trampers were Rob, Christine L, Donell and Dale.  

 

A classic tops trip 
Lewis Tops – 6-8 February 2021 

Lewis Tops and Brass Monkey Bivvy have been on my wish list for a long time. The weather forecast for 

Waitangi weekend was looking good: no rain or strong winds, particularly important for a trip in alpine and 

exposed terrain. 

 

We left Richmond on Saturday at 7.30am with five people and two cars, and stopped for morning tea at the 

Maruia Falls. We continued our route till passed Springs Junction and left one car at the layby one kilometre 

east of the Rough Creek Track on SH7. The layby is used for sand and gravel storage and we parked the car 

behind the storage unit, out of sight. We all fitted snugly in one car and drove to the Lewis Pass. We were 

apprehensive to leave the car at the Lewis Pass carpark for two nights because it is an infamous place for car 

theft. Therefore I drove back to Maruia Hot Springs to park the car and it didn’t take long to hitch a ride back to 

the pass. 

 

       Birds Clearing high above Golden Bay 
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We were on the track by 11.30am, 

following the road contour at first 

and then meeting up with the main 

track to climb up steeply to the 

bushline. Here we stopped for 

lunch enjoying the first of many 

alpine views. From here on there 

were no markers anymore until we 

reached Rough Creek Track on 

Monday. There was the odd cairn 

and in places a track was formed 

from usage by other trampers. We 

had the recorded route from Jo and 

Chris on our phone and I had also 

downloaded a route from the 

Wilderness magazine. New 

technology certainly helps when 

there is no signage! 

 

 

After lunch we climbed up a little bit further to the Lewis Tops, following the wide ridge and passing the first 

couple of tarns on our left. We decided to drop down to the east side where we could see a basin surrounded 

by Mt Technical and The Apprentice and a beautiful freshwater stream. We set up camp, leaving plenty of 

space in between the tents not having to worry about snorers. David and Eric explored the climb to the saddle 

for the next day and saw other campers at the tarns on the side of the saddle, which confirmed we made a 

good choice. We enjoyed a sheltered, quiet night on soft tussock grasses. 

  

There was no rush on the second day because we only had to go a short distance to Brass Monkey Bivvy. 

Just after 9am we left our campsite and climbed up to the saddle between The Apprentice and Lucretia. From 

there it was a bit more route finding but luckily we saw two other trampers on the ridge of Lucretia (1643m) in 

the distance which confirmed the way we were supposed to travel. It looked a bit daunting to some of us, but 

once we were on the route it was very doable. We dropped to another saddle and climbed towards the next 

unnamed peak at 1602m from where we started the downhill, arriving at the bright orange Brass Monkey 

Bivvy by lunchtime. The bivvy is quaint, it sleeps two, but the bunks are small and narrow. It was a bit windy, 

so Arif and Robert opted for a bed inside. Well, for Robert it meant sleeping diagonally on the floor, to fit in! It 

was good to have the shelter though, and we all used it to cook our meals. There were several tarns by the 

bivvy, which we used as a water source. 

 

There is a little brass monkey figurine on the wall in the bivvy and of course we discussed the meaning of the 

name. Back home, Robert looked it up and the expression "Cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass 

monkey" means extremely cold. Apparently, a brass monkey was a plate on a warship's deck on which 

cannon balls were stacked. In very cold weather the metal contracted, causing the stack to fall down. We 

spent a leisurely afternoon around the bivvy, made a short side trip and enjoyed the scenery. Later in the day 

a party of four extremely capable kids and two mums joined us, camping at one of the other tarns.  

  

The night was a lot windier and therefore colder than the first one, and when we got up at 7am we were in the 

clouds and couldn’t see much. I was pleased to know we had the route on the phone, but luckily by the time 

we were ready to go, the clouds started to lift and we were on our way. The route sidled around the basin, 

staying around a similar contour for most of the time. It included several sections of rock hopping and there 

was the odd cairn to guide us. Most of the clouds had lifted and it was great to have more views, knowing that 

soon it would all be over. We climbed up to the ridge from where we could look into the valley towards Lake 

Christabel Hut. On the ridge we joined Rough Creek Track and from here it was a straightforward downhill. 

We crossed Rough Creek three times but water levels weren’t very high.  Back at SH7 it was a short walk to 

the car.  

 

Overall, the route was fairly easy to follow but only recommended in good weather and with the necessary 

homework before departure. We had been looking forward to soak our feet at the hot springs café, but 

unfortunately it was closed, so it was hot chips at Springs Junction instead! 

 

       The group at Brass Monkey Bivvy on the Lewis Tops 



12 
 

Stats of the trip: 

Day 1: 6.7km, start elevation 860m, end elevation 1460m, max elevation 1566m, 3:15 hrs moving time 

Day 2: 3.5km, start elevation 1460m, end elevation 1355m, max elevation 1644m, 2 hrs moving time 

Day 3: 9km, start elevation 1355m, end elevation 544m, max elevation 1460m, 4:40 hrs moving time 

Those on the trip: Arif, David S, Robert, Eric and Esther (trip leader). 

 

Relaxing, sunny and smooth 
Great Taste Trail - Motueka to Kaiteriteri – Saturday 13 February 2021 

Twelve bikers including four visitors met at 10am at Talley’s carpark for something different than what we 

would normally do. Heading along the estuary trail opposite the sandspit, it was easy going and with the tide 

nearly in, it made it even nicer. All we had to worry about was avoiding the odd walker. At least three of the 

group had e-bikes but we never got too spread out. We biked a bit on the main road, then did a right-hand turn 

and after about 40 minutes parked at Riwaka for a morning tea stop. We watched a couple of women playing 

croquet on the nearby field (very technical). 

 

Continuing forward on the main road, we passed apple and kiwifruit orchards and hop gardens, then biked 

over the suspension bridge one at a time. Great coastal scenery was shared, then there was some uphill and 

downhill and a sharp turn or two and before we knew it the group arrived at the Kaiteriteri Mountain Bike Park. 

Some pushed their bikes at times and some (myself included) were a little wobbly on the sharp bends, but we 

had to go slow as it is a two-way track. 

 

Arriving at Kaiteriteri around 

12.20pm we were lucky enough to 

leave our bikes at the campground 

as one of our visitors had a 

campervan there and there was 

plenty of room on the lawn. The 

place was busy, especially at the 

bridge end, with youngsters 

jumping off and families nearby in 

the safe swimming area, also 

kayaks and stand-up paddleboards 

with boats in the main bay. I gave 

the group 45 minutes for lunch, so 

some went to the café, some took a 

wander around, some went for a 

swim (Helen, Colin, Jenni and 

Sue), while I sat on the beach and 

had a yarn with Toni, Helen and Di. 

 

Heading back seemed quicker and easier. The lead changed several times and when we got to Motueka we 

changed direction with our party going along Thorp Road to join Wharf Road and finally the port estuary trail, 

passing the cemetery to come out at Talleys carpark at Port Motueka around 3.30pm. Di was disappointed the 

café there was not open, but we want to thank her for the fine photography. These bike trips are a good option 

and we hope to do another one in the spring time. Participants were: David W (leader and scribe), Julian (co-

leader), Ian, Lynley, Toni, Helen, Miang, Colin, Jenni, Di, Christine and Sue. 

 

A rather cushy trip! 
Northern Abel Tasman National Park – 19-21 February 2021 

Our car arrived at DOC’s Totaranui Beach campground on Friday afternoon just before the office closed for 

the day, and we were very pleased to be allocated an unofficial spot where all the group could camp together. 

The other cars gradually rolled up, and out came the luxuries of car-camping - large tents, pillows, chairs, 

tables, chilly bins of food and drinks.... Sweet!  We had a great set-up with the beach a minute’s walk away - 

we just had to keep an eye on our food, what with the prowling weka, paradise ducks and pukekos. The tally 

of WTC campers in our enclave ended up at 13, being 12 of the fairer sex and one very brave bloke. 

 

Saturday morning dawned overcast, but that was absolutely okay as the first item on the agenda was an uphill 

stretch on the Gibbs Hill Track. By the time we were on the Inland Track overlooking the Wainui Inlet, the sky 

           The bikers at the Kaiteriteri Mountain Bike Park 
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was obligingly blue. Then it was across and down to the historic Whariwharangi Hut for a leisurely early lunch, 

followed by the first of many beaches and swims. 

 

From Whariwharangi Bay we did the detour to Separation Point, where Project Janszoon is (fruitlessly so far) 

hoping to establish a gannet colony. Looking down at the lighthouse, the concrete decoys and the loud-

speaker of bird calls are very convincing ... until one cottons on that none of the birds move. We did however 

spot numerous fur seals basking and splashing around on the coastline below. 

 

Next we joined the Coastal Track, and the gentle roller-coasting track led us through three more beaches - 

Mutton Cove, Anatakapau Bay and Anapai Bay - all beautiful, golden-sand and deserted. The gig is that the 

track deposits you at one end of the beach, you walk along it, and then at the far end the orange marker 

points you bush-ward once more.  

 

The group started to break into subsets as the swimmers and non-swimmers peeled off. Most of us ended up 

back at our cushy campsite eight hours after setting off that morning. After dinner of more non-tramping-food 

delights, we then topped the day off by lighting a bonfire in the nearby fire pit and enjoyed a lovely evening 

sitting around the flames. 

 

On Sunday morning down came 

our tent village, cars were relocated 

to the day-park, and we headed 

south on the Coastal Track to 

Awaroa. The weather was once 

again early-morning cloud burning 

off to a bluebird day. First off was a 

climb up to Skinner Point for a 

great view looking down on 

Totaranui Beach, followed by two 

more beaches - Goat Bay and 

Waiharakeke Bay. They were a 

repeat of yesterday - beautiful, 

golden-sand and deserted. What a 

paradise we live in! 

 

We timed it nicely to be at the 

Awaroa Inlet for the low tide at 

11am. The estuary is about a 

kilometre across and can only be 

crossed about two hours either side of low tide. It was at-most knee deep in a few patches for our crossing, 

with sandals recommended because of the sharp shells underfoot. We enjoyed an early lunch at the superbly 

located (absolute waterfront) Awaroa Hut, then turned tail and headed back by the morning’s route to our cars. 

 

Following second-lunches and more swims, we reluctantly headed home, with some of the group stopping off 

at the lovely Wainui Falls en route. 

We were: Diane (leader and scribe), Anna, Chrissie, Julie M, Mary H, Anne, Terri, Mary H #2, Miang, Lesley, 

Julie H, Paula G and Pavel. 

 

 
 

Tramping Grades   
Gradings are a combination of gradient, distance and roughness of track 

Easy – up to 4 hours on a good track, easy gradient 

Easy/moderate – up to 6 hours on a good track, mostly easy gradient 

Moderate – 6 hours plus, on a rougher track, some climbing 

Moderate/hard – Up to 8 hours on rougher track, often climbing 

Hard – 8 hours plus on a rough track, often steep 

Club Contacts 

Secretary: Jo Ecroyd 544 7038 Email: wtc.richmond@gmail.com 
Editor: Robert Wopereis 544 0142 Email: robertw@kinect.co.nz 

The group at Whariwharangi Hut, Abel Tasman National Park 

mailto:wtc.richmond@gmail.com
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Waimea Tramping Club Programme – March-June 2021 
When planning to go on any trips please contact the leader by Monday night for an overnight trip and by 
Thursday night for a day trip.  Make phone calls before 9pm please. If you are staying in a hut, remember 
your hut tickets! You, NOT THE CLUB, are responsible for your safety and well-being on trips. 
 

Date 
 

Trip Map Grade & Cost Contact 

Sat-Sun  
6-7 March 

Mt Royal  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O28 
BQ27 

Hard  
$34 

David W. 021 201 5682 

Saturday night camp at Onamalutu Reserve. Sunday go from Bartletts Creek Road and follow Quartz Creek 
then climb steeply in places to the 1365m summit. About 8 hours return. 

Sunday 
7 March 

Goat Hill and Okiwi Bay Hill 
Marlborough Sounds 

O26  
BP27 

Easy/moderate 
$16 

Julian 542 3147  
or 021 186 7537 

In Okiwi Bay Scenic Reserve climb Goat Hill, taking 2 hours. Walk down road 10 minutes to a private property. 
From a shed, climb through native bush to a hut taking 1 hour then to a peak at 576m, a further 30 minutes. 
Return via loop track to the road and back to the cars. About 6 hours overall. 

Saturday  
13 March 

Dew Lakes 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O27  
BQ26 

Moderate  
$4 

Alison 545 8399  
or 027 458 6847 

Starting at Maitai Dam, climb up to the beautiful Dew Lakes passing Rush Pool and the old argillite quarry. 
Return the same way, allowing for up to 6 hours walking time. 

Sunday  
21 March 

Maitland Ridge Circuit  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N29  
BR25 

Moderate/hard  
$21 

Robert 544 0142  
(before 1pm) 

From the Red Hills carpark walk up to Red Hills Hut then traverse the Maitland Ridge Track. Descend the 
Beebys 4WD Road then along the new lower section of the “Wots Up Doc” Track linking back to the Red Hills 
carpark. About 7-8 hours altogether. 

Sunday  
28 March 

Mt Arthur 
Kahurangi National Park 

M27  
BQ24 

Moderate  
$17 

Di 021 144 3471 

From the Flora carpark, climb to the summit of Mt Arthur (1795m) for panoramic views. About 7 hours return. 
 

Easter 
2-4 April 

Kiwi Saddle Hut & Stone Hut 
Circuit – Kahurangi NP 

M28  
BQ24 BQ23 

Moderate/hard  
$22 

Esther 027 656 8228 

From Courthouse Flat to Kiwi Saddle Hut (6 bunks, $5) taking 7 hours. Next day follow a route over Mount Luna 
and ridges to Stone Hut (10 bunks, $5) taking 7 hours. Day 3 walk back to carpark taking 5 hours. 

Wednesday  
7 April 

CLUB NIGHT: Caving In Nelson 7.30 pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond  Gold coin donation 

What lurks beneath us? A local speleologist gives an insight into caving in our region. A look at the gear and 
some of the spectacular caves that we have. 

Sunday 
11 April 

Mt Duppa 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O27  
BQ27 

Moderate  
$10 

Robert 544 0142 
(before 1 pm) 

From a forestry road past Whangamoa Saddle, ascend for 2½ hours, with steep sections, to this 1143m peak, 
with good views on a fine day. Return the same way. 

Saturday 
17 April 

St Arnaud Range Traverse 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N29  
BR25 BS25 

Moderate/hard 
$21 

David S. 544 1573 

Go up a trap line track at the northern end of St Arnaud Range, then along the ridge, down to Parachute Rocks, 
and on down to Kerr Bay.  Either a car shuffle or maybe have two groups, one going each way. About 8 hours. 

Anzac w/end 
24-26 April 

Picton Base Camp P27 P29 
BQ28 BR29 

Easy/moderate  
$34 

David W. 021 201 5682 

Travel late Saturday morning and do some of the Link Pathway near Havelock. Saturday night an option for 
meal at RSA. Sunday drive to Marfells Beach and do the Cape Campbell walk to the lighthouse and back. 
Sunday night self-cater for meals. Monday walk the Snout Track at Picton. Stay at Picton Top 10 Holiday Park. 
Bring own sleeping bag and pillow. An easy and relaxing long weekend. 
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Date 
 

Trip Map Grade & Cost Contact 

Saturday  
1 May 

Maungatapu Track crossover 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O27 
BQ26 BQ27 

Moderate 
$12 

Di 021 144 3471 

Crossover trip walking the 4WD road, currently closed to vehicles, from the Maitai Dam over Maungatapu 
Saddle and past Murderers’ Rock to the Pelorus River, or in the other direction. About 6 hours altogether. 

Wednesday  
5 May 

CLUB NIGHT:  AGM and 
Rescue Helicopter  

7.30 pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond  Gold coin donation 

A talk by Nelson Marlborough Rescue Helicopter general manager Paula Muddle or a crew member on the work 
they do responding to over 500 missions in the top of the South Island each year, a vital community service. 

Saturday 
8 May 

Beebys Knob 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N29 
BR25 

Moderate 
$18 

Alison 545 8399 
or Marian 541 0842 

Come fungi spotting up the track from the Korere -Tophouse Road through bush to the ridgeline, then follow the 
ridge to the 1442m summit. Return the same way, allowing about 7 hours including a lunch stop. 

Sat-Sun 
15-16 May 

Golden Bay Walks 
 

M26 N26  
BP24 BP25 

Moderate  
$23 

Maria and Rob 541 8598 
or Maria 027 716 9856 

Stay at Golden Bay on Friday and Saturday nights. Do a day walk on Saturday and a shorter day walk Sunday. 
Suggestions are: Kill Devil Track to Tin Hut and return, or Mt Stevens and return, or Washbourn Track past 
Onekaka power generation plant up track to a weir and return. 
Other walks could be Wainui Falls, Rawhiti Cave, Whariwharangi Hut and beach - maybe to Separation Point 
and return. Accommodation not yet sorted and the tramps we do will depend on participants’ requests. 

Saturday  
22 May 

Editor Hill 
Marlborough Sounds 

P27 O27 
BP28 BP27 

Moderate/hard  
$16 

Chris or Jo 544 7038 
or 027 216 5772 

From Opouri Saddle ascend a bush ridge, past a locked hut to a highpoint at 1040m then a further half-hour to 
the summit at 1032m, taking about four hours. Return the same way for a full day of about 7½ hours altogether. 

Sunday  
30 May 

Wooded Peak 
Bryant Range 

O27  
BQ26 

Moderate  
$1 

David W. 021 201 5682 

From the Dun Mountain Trail a steady and steep climb to this 1111m peak, taking 8-9 hours return. 
 

Wednesday  
2 June 

CLUB NIGHT: To be announced 7.30 pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond  Gold coin donation 

 

Queen’s 
B/day 
5-7 June 

John Tait Hut 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N29 M30 
BR24 BS24 

Moderate  
$21 

Di 021 144 3471 

Saturday - walk from Kerr Bay to John Tait Hut (27 bunks, $15 hut ticket) taking 7 hours. Sunday - a day trip to 
Cupola Hut or Upper Travers Hut. Monday - return to the start.  

Saturday 
12 June 

Richmond Hills 
Barnicoat Range 

N27  
BQ26 

Moderate 
$0 

Chris or Jo 544 7038 
or 027 216 5772 

Starting at Easby Park on Marlborough Crescent in Richmond, this involves walking along some of the lesser 
used tracks in the Richmond Hills. About 5 hours. 

Sat-Sun 
19-20 June 

Wakaretu Bay 
Pelorus Sound 

P27 
BQ28 

Moderate 
$24 

Esther 027 656 8228 

Arrive at Jeff’s bach in Wakaretu Bay near Havelock on Friday afternoon or evening ($10 per person, per night). 
On Saturday explore the new tracks at Mt Takorika in Havelock with great views on a fine day, taking 4-5 hours 
return. On Sunday climb Mt Cawte (3 hours) and possibly a walk at Pelorus Bridge on the way home. 

Saturday  
26 June 

Mid-Winter Mystery Tour 
Nelson 

O27  
BQ26 

Easy 
Lunch $$ only 

Alison 545 8399 
or Sue J. 03 972 0305 

New route but the same format with up to 4 hours walk, followed by lunch. 
 

 


