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Editor’s Report
The new programme of 19 trips consists of a good blend that should cater to most trampers. Four trips travel
to Kahurangi, three each to Mt Richmond Forest Park and Abel Tasman, and two to Nelson Lakes. One trip
journeys to the Marlborough Sounds and there are five local trips, as well as one biking trip.
Trip grades consist of an almost equal number of five or six each of easy, easy/moderate and moderate trips.
There are only two each of moderate/hard and hard trips.
Keep on tramping.
Robert Wopereis

Top Shot

The marble slopes of Mt Owen

Club Nights
7:30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, Champion Road, Richmond
Wednesday 4 March: Navigation Skills
What the map can tell us. Bring Nelson topo map (BQ26) or electronic map if possible.
Wednesday 1 April: Tableland by Ray Salisbury
Ray will give a presentation on his new book Tableland - the history behind Mt Arthur to be printed in June.
Wednesday 6 May: AGM plus Tour Guiding in NZ
Following the Annual General Meeting, club members Esther and Eric will give us a presentation about their
recent experiences guiding a group of tourists in New Zealand.
Wednesday 3 June: How to lighten the load
An opportunity to share gear and gadgets you use to lighten the load on both day and weekend trips. Also
what tasty ideas you can suggest to brighten up some of our tramping meals.

1

2019 Top Club Trampers
The trip reports from 2019 have been analysed and have revealed the club members who have done the most
club trips during the year. This may create some competition amongst those on the list during 2020, or set a
target for those not on the list to aim for. Thanks for trip leaders for providing a full year of trip reports to make
this list possible.
1. Julian = 23
2. Marian = 21
3. Maria = 20
4. Rob = 19
5. Robyn = 18
6. Esther = 17
7. = Diane = 16
7. = Jo = 16
7. = Julie = 16
10. Joy = 14

Hut and Track News
A new second suspension bridge is being constructed at Hokitika Gorge which will link two sections of new
track. This will create a loop with spectacular views of the gorge and the West Coast bush. The new loop walk
will take around an hour, compared to the current 20 minute there-and-back stroll. The bridge and track are
expected to be completed by the end of April. Hokitika Gorge is 33km east of Hokitika.
The Paparoa Track, New Zealand’s newest Great Walk fully opened for walkers and bikers on March 1. The
track had been only partially open since December 1, because of a problematic slip which prevented the full
opening of the track. Bookings for the 2020-21 season open in June.
Manson Nicholls Memorial Hut at Lake Daniell is closed. A replacement hut is being built and expected to
open around Easter (mid-April) 2020.
Nelson Tramping Club plan to upgrade Paske Hut in the upper Wairau Valley with funding from the
Backcountry Trust.
Connors Creek Hut in the upper Wairau Valley is being completely rebuilt by a group of individuals with
funding from the Backcountry Trust and is expected to be re-opened by the end of March. The hut was found
to be structurally unsafe because of rotten timber.

The new Matiri River West Branch bridge Photo: Robert

2

Matiri Valley
Two-wheel drive vehicle access has
been extended 3km along the Matiri
West Bank Road to the West Branch
of the Matiri River. A new vehicle
bridge has been constructed across
the West Branch and a new 4WD
access track has been constructed
2km up to the southern end of the
sweeping bend at the boundary of
DOC land.
Preparation work for the construction
of the Matiri hydroelectricity scheme is
underway with the installation of
penstock pipes beside the access
track from the proposed powerhouse.
There is a car park for visitors at the
West Branch but no public vehicle
access beyond this point.

A close to home walk
Richmond Hills from Easby Park – Saturday 14 September 2019
Our Sunday walk was changed to Saturday to accommodate the bad
weather prediction. However, a pleasant day was had following a circuit
of some of the many tracks on a deviously long 10.6km route with the fire
lookout as the high point. We also managed to cover considerably more
than the height gain needed to get to the top – a 933m ascent for a
maximum elevation of 544m.
There is a clear and very expansive view of Tasman Bay from the top.
We reached the fire lookout too early for lunch so continued on
downward out of the wind and stopped at a picnic table. Part way
through, the black clouds that we had been watching dropped their load
on us. Our route included an off-track bush section with some giant
native trees and also the path past the Barrington Gum – a 70-80m tree
that towers over its surrounding trees. Some parts of the route can be
very slippery in places but with care there were no incidents.
View photos of trips at:
facebook.com/waimeatrampingclub

We are fortunate to have such an area so close to home. We had a
group of ten on our five hour walk: Rob, Maria, Robyn, Sue, Julie, Jo,
Chris, Christine, Nicky (visitor) and Joy (scribe).

Agony for one
Billies Knob, Kahurangi National Park – Sunday 24 November 2019
The trip picked up people at Wakefield and Tadmor for a relatively early start at Courthouse Flat. Climbing up
the ridge we made the forest edge before it got too hot and we achieved the saddle for a noon lunch stop. The
top of the hill looked cloudy but about half the party decided to continue toward the top. Three decided halfway
up to return to the saddle and just as well for myself as I contracted bad cramps in both my legs. All I can say
from here on down was kaka were sighted halfway down to the start of the track down to Blue Creek. Once
we got to Blue Creek some went for the short walk up Blue Creek but I just contemplated they agony I had
endured and hoped the last bit would be better. In summary all except myself enjoyed a fine days tramping.
The group included Joy, Sue D, Christine, Jeff, Marian, Mike, Arif, Colin, Maria and Rob (scribe).
Mt Fishtail – 30 November-1 December 2019 Cancelled (weather)
Gordons Pyramid circuit – 8 December 2019 Cancelled (weather)

An out of the way valley
Lake Alexander Loop Track, South Marlborough – 14-15 December 2019
On a fine weekend four trampers travelled 14km up Waihopai Valley Road then 7km along Avondale road.
Opposite letterbox no 756 we drove through a gateway and a further 7km on farm roads needing a high
clearance 4WD. This avoided a 1¾ hour walk. We visited the private Tummil Hut on the hillside above the
carpark then set off on the track to Lake Alexander. We crossed one branch of the river then up the wellforested narrow valley consisting of a mixture of rugged bouldery sections, easy going valley flats and some
short sections of steep-sided slopes. Very pleasing were several very tall matai in the valley floor. We had
nine shallow stream crossings but this number varies depending on recent rainfall and because the stream
flows underground in places. The track steepened and emerged at the lower end of the lake with the hut
visible on the opposite shore. After ten more minutes we broke out of the bush onto shingle flats and the sixbunk Lake Alexander Hut, taking 3¼ hours altogether. Three goats were seen on the lake edge, some of
many animals sighted on the weekend. The lake is only about half a kilometre long, includes a small island,
and was formed by an ancient landslide. With no water tank it needed a 100 metre walk down to the lake edge
or the safer source from the creek which was only flowing above ground, five minutes above the hut.
We then set off on an afternoon jaunt, starting up the wide riverbed and after ten minutes at a large cairn we
entered the bush. The track steepened with a very steep ten minute section before a steady climb to a small
rock shelter after 45 minutes. From here it was a moderate climb to Wild Sheep Saddle (pt 951) after 1½
hours from the hut. We continued above the saddle for only 30 minutes on a rugged ridge that eventually
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leads to the tops of Ferny Gair. There were good views but not yet a view of the lake. We returned to the
unoccupied hut for the night.
On Sunday we completed the loop track
by returning to Wild Sheep Saddle and
dropped into the true right branch
Tummil River. While not so steep, the
upper parts of the valley have some
regrowth obscuring track markers which
could soon become a problem. The
track is often easy going but there are
also rugged parts with some steepsided slopes above the creek including
five sections with a rope for safety.
Thankfully windfalls were cleared in
May 2019. We crossed the small river
then soon crossed a large clearing to
the private Pig Whare Creek Shelter, a
rough and rustic slab hut built onto a
rock outcrop on the bush edge. The five
bunk hut was built in 1998 and
extended in 2016. This had taken us
Pig Whare Shelter built on the face of a rock outcrop Photo: Robert
three hours from the saddle. Down from
here the valley widened but included a small climb and four easy river crossings, then the final 30 minutes on
a newish 4WD road back to the carpark, taking 1½ hours from the shelter (seven hours altogether). An
interesting out of the way valley. On the way home we all enjoyed a coffee at the Renwick Roadhouse Café,
as well as some fresh orchard cherries.
Lake Alexander Hut has only about 60 visitors per year, but the area is well worth a visit, despite not being
easy to access. For access and gate keys phone 03 572 4803 (a donation may be requested). The fab four
were Robert (scribe), Andrew, Joy and Julian.

An old goldminers’ trail
Wakamarina Track Crossover - 4-5 January 2020
Ten trampers embarked on a crossover trip on the Wakamarina Track between the Wairau Valley and the
Wakamarina Valley. At Canvastown we swapped the two cars with each group of five trampers starting from
each side. The group of five starting from the Wairau Valley side headed up Onamalutu Road which continues
as Kiwi Road and climbed up a good forestry road to a small carpark on a ridge. The well-graded track
steadily climbs a ridgeline in good bush cover, only steepening slightly nearer to Fosters Clearing – a saddle
between Bartletts Creek and Foster Creek. From this clearing we turned off onto a side track, climbing steadily
for ten minutes to Fosters Hut in a clearing with good views to the east. This had taken us only 2½ hours.

Fosters Hut on the Richmond Range

Photo: Robert
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Three of the group were keen to try for
Mt Baldy in the afternoon. We headed
back down to Fosters Clearing then
followed an unmarked track along the
range which climbed steadily then
steeply to the 1315m summit of Mt
Baldy after an hour and 20 minutes. A
few goats scampered away just as we
emerged from the bush at the summit.
We were rewarded with good views
but this was soon partly obscured by
some cloud and mist on the northern
end of the Richmond Range. On our
descent we mistakenly started heading
down the wrong track on a ridgeline
past pt 1205. After realising our error

we backtracked and found the correct track. This other unmarked track links back to the main track above
Foster Creek and is likely used by Outward Bound students. Just after we returned to the hut the group of five
from the Wakamarina Valley arrived, having taken a leisurely eight hours. The partly cloudy weather soon
changed to misty and cloudy as well as quite cool. Eight people tented including one in a bivvy bag, while only
two stayed in the four bunk hut.
Sunday was mostly cloudy as we continued our crossover with the first group heading to the Wakamarina
Valley. We descended to cross the head of Foster Creek then climbed and zigzagged steadily then steeply to
a saddle between Foster Creek and Devils Creek. After a climb to a knob we then had a long steady zigzag
descent of 800m amongst lush ferns and bush to Devils Creek Hut. We really needed our brakes applied on
the descent and it was a real test of the thigh muscles. From the hut it was an easier track, although
undulating and with a descent into and climb out of Doom Creek. To the road end it had taken us two hours
from Devils Creek Hut or 6½ hours altogether. We were all happy to complete a good crossover of this old
goldminers’ trail which was constructed in the 1870s – probably the oldest tramping track in our area.
The group from Onamalutu was Robert (scribe), Joy, Lesley, Andrew and Brian. The group from the
Wakamarina was David S, Mary H, Chris, Jo and Colin.

Ideal tramping
Lake Rotoiti Circuit - Saturday 11 January 2020
This tramp was the first club day trip of the new year and the new decade. It was a fine, still and warm day
both in Nelson and at the lake so ideal for tramping. A keen bunch of eleven returning trampers along with
four visitors met at 7.30am at Richmond. As we had four drivers it seemed a great idea to have two cars
driven directly to the Mt Robert Road carpark close to start of the lakeside track and two cars driven to Kerr
Bay.
I led the group starting at Mt Robert
Road leaving there at 9am which
happened to be the same time as
when the other group left Kerr Bay.
Our meet up for lunch couldn’t have
worked out better had we planned it. At
12.15pm the other group was settling
down for lunch having just crossed the
four braids of the Travers River flowing
into the head of the lake. Our group
joined the others to eat. We had
another refreshment stop at Lakehead
Hut just because it was there and
looked inviting. ‘My’ group made short
work of the flat track on the Kerr Bay
side of the lake arriving at the bay itself
at 4pm. We only had a 15-minute wait
for the other group driving back from
Mt Robert Road. Chris, David and Julian bravely took on the challenge each gave the other of taking to the
cold, cold waters of the lake. The ladies were most impressed on one hand while completely unwilling to join
them on the other. Ice creams and coffee at the St Arnaud store rounded off our day out very well.
Coldwater Hut on the edge of Lake Rotoiti

David W says: Our group of eight worked in very well, good banter and interesting conversation. We noticed
some runners and other groups of walkers but it was not too busy. There were some rowers out and a couple
of fishing boats. Quite surprised that there were not too many wasps on the trail. At the jetty before Lakehead
Hut, Rob tried to call the famous large eel but he must have moved. The river crossing was straightforward
and on the other side we ran into the other group, so we had a lunch stop in the grass and a swapping of
keys. Carrying on the group enjoyed a stop at Coldwater Hut and then a nice trail to Whisky Falls which is
worth a look. Before we knew it we were at the cars and the drive back to Kerr Bay to join the others. Although
a relatively easy day it is still a fair amount of walking so this fella had some refreshing beverages when he got
home.
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Those who came were Alison (leader and scribe), David W (co-leader), Jo and Chris, Rob and Maria, Di,
Julian, Julie, Gael, Robyn and visitors Christine, Glenys, Hella and Karen.

Breath-taking views
Red Hills Hut and Plateau - Sunday 19 January 2020
We left the Richmond carpark at 7.30am and drove to the Red Hills carpark with a brief pick-up and car swap
in Wakefield. The weather forecast was looking good, perhaps even a bit on the hot side. We were ready to
start our day tramp by 8.45am. There were quite a few new people among the twelve trampers (New Year’s
resolutions?) and the easy start of the track gave plenty of opportunity to talk with each other. The stream at
the beginning of the track was low and crossing had been made even easier with a tailor-made tree trunk
across the water.
We followed the ‘steeper grade’
mountain bike track that became the
four-wheel drive track after passing the
old cottage. Just after 10am we got the
first views over the Wairau Valley
which made a good morning tea stop.
The track to the hut is a steady climb
and passes through regenerating
forest with views over the valley.
We arrived at the hut at 10.45 and had
a brief stop before heading to the
plateau. The track comes quickly out
of the bush and follows a vague track
through the tussocks and scrubs. The
Blue orchids on the Red Hills Plateau
Photo: Robert
terrain was very dry which made it
easy going but it could probably be
quite muddy after rain. There was the occasional cairn and thanks to Robert there are now pink ribbons at
regular intervals to make it a lot easier to find your way. We were at the plateau just before noon and took in
the breath-taking views in all directions, from Mount Arthur range in the west, along the Richmond Ranges, to
Cloudy Bay in the east, the Inland Kaikoura Range and closer-by the Raglan Range, St Arnaud Range and Mt
Robert. Ding-dongs went and we spent a leisurely hour lunch time, wandering over to the trig before
descending back to find our now well-marked track.
Back at the hut it was busy with TA walkers, as January is peak-season for the Richmond Ranges for those
walkers who want to finish at Bluff before winter starts. It was hot on our return and we were pleased to get
back under the canopy. Another brief stop at the cottage, but a good look around was hindered by large
swarms of bees around the hives. We returned at the carpark just after 4pm.
Some stats: 18km return trip, total elevation from car park to plateau approx. 600 metres. Total time on track
was 7hrs 20min including breaks.
Those on the tramp: Esther (leader), Marian, Robert, Robyn, Donell, Maria, Rob, Mary and newcomers Lara,
Liz, Hella and Christine.

A great summer trip
Pearse Valley - Sunday 26 January 2020
Fifteen trampers met at the Badminton Hall carpark at 8am and drove as far as the ford in the Pearse Valley.
Although the last kilometre was a bit rougher it was reasonable for higher clearance vehicles and saved us
walking along this dusty road. The first ford was relatively easy to walk across, being shallow and without
many slippery rocks. Care needs to be taken as the track narrows around the limestone bluffs with vertical
drops into the river. We had one mishap when one tramper slipped and was saved from falling further by a
few trees and shrubs below the track. The river crossings varied with some being deep enough to wet the
shorts of some but many crossings had very slippery rocks and boulders. Two of our group managed to cool
off by taking a dip in the river. There is a certain technique in sliding your foot along the slippery bottom of the
river and only moving the second foot when a stable place is found.
We were impressed by the recent improvements made to the track in places. Being hot we had morning tea in
the shade near the second river crossing. We arrived at the resurgence in time for lunch and enjoyed

6

watching a pair of whio very close by. These whio were not at all concerned by our presence and continued to
rest or feed around the resurgence. We didn’t have enough time to find the Nettlebed Cave and proceeded to
return down the river to the cars.
It was definitely a great time of year to
visit the resurgence with our cool wet
feet helping to combat the day’s high
temperatures. Some of us enjoyed a
stop at the old Upper Moutere Pub on
the way home and can recommend their
homemade ginger beer.
Participants on this great summer trip
were: Chris (scribe), Jo, Julian, Alison,
David, Daniel, Dave, Gael, Julie, Robyn,
Di, Ann, Mary and visitors Liz and Hella.
One person cooling off crossing the Pearse River

Photo: Chris

A warm weekend
Hapuku - Kowhai Circuit, Kaikoura – 1-3 February 2020
Our group of five left Richmond at 7.30am and drove to Hapuku with a couple of stops along the way. We
turned off SH1 onto Parsons Road and drove to the Hapuku “carpark”, which is an unmarked area close to a
ford across the Hapuku River. Two of our group planned to go up the Hapuku to Kowhai Saddle and along the
tops to Mt Fyffe. There was reported to be no water at Mt Fyffe Hut so they planned to go through to a small
tarn marked on the map well below the hut. That left our party of three driving their car through to the Mt Fyffe
carpark. We had lunch at the carpark, which was very nearly full, and then proceeded up the Kowhai River.
Heavy vehicles had driven several kilometres up the river to extract shingle so we made good time following
the road. The river was low enough to make the crossings easy and with the track going through patches of
forest in places the walk up to the hut was pleasant and it was not too hot.
After about 3 hours we arrived at the hut
and were pleased to have it to
ourselves. We had an early night and
were away by 7.30am on Sunday
morning trying to get the next section
finished before it got too hot. We had
been warned that the track near the
saddle was overgrown but there were
signs of some recent track cutting in
places and the going was reasonable.
We were surprised to find at least a
dozen Kaikoura giant weta drowned in
Looking up the north branch of the Hapuku River Photo: Chris
small pools of the creek but this fitted
with them being parasitised by Gordian
worms which force their hosts to water when they are ready to leave the hosts for the next stage of their life
cycle in water. We also noticed several large Gordian worms wriggling in these pools of water. Until we
reached the saddle we were in the shade, making temperatures warm but not too hot. From Kowhai Saddle
we could see two figures on the skyline making good progress towards Mt Fyffe and assumed they were Pete
and Di. From the saddle the track has been re-routed down a shingle slide into the valley. We arrived at the
Hapuku Hut and took turns to bathe in the cool river water. Rob managed to chop some wood despite the
warm weather but then needed another cool off in the river. Again we had the hut to ourselves and were able
to get an early night.
The next morning we were away by 7am. The track goes down through some nice patches of totara forest and
then climbs up 600m to go over a slip. After going over this steep track we had a good look at the gorge and
decided that it was full of shingle and it would have been much easier to stick to the riverbed until the north
branch is reached. Going to the new lake 3km up the north branch towards Barratts Biv would be a pleasant
side trip. Apparently the biv was destroyed in the earthquake.
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From the gorge the “track” is just down the river bed to the carpark. We reached our car by 10.30am. Those
on the trip were Pete, Di, Rob, Maria and Chris (scribe).

A satisfying four days
Lookout Range & Mt Owen – 7-10 February 2020
This trip began as an overnight tenting trip on the Hope Range, south of Conical Hill. However all six
participants agreed on three nights out. On the Friday morning two vehicles drove to Courthouse Flat. Cattle,
a helicopter and tourists delayed our journey. One vehicle was left there to allow us the option of exiting that
way should we navigate our way through to Granity Pass via the Lookout Range. The third vehicle drove
directly to Lime Works Road at Kaka, where we had permission to park in the farmer’s paddock. Lunchtime
was half an hour into the journey on the flanks of Ellis Knob. We followed an old route through bush and up
onto Conical Hill and then continued south along the Hope Range (locally referred to as ‘The Granities’). On
reaching point 1244, we followed down a ridge and dropped into the headwaters of the Dart River. This was a
lovely area for tenting with flat sandy areas to put up our tents and a good supply of water close by. The day
had been calm with some cloud. We had covered about 9km.
Next morning the mist was resting on the Lookout Range but looked like the sun may chase it off. We packed
up and followed downstream some 100 metres to where a side stream comes into the Dart. Here we picked
our way up the end of a ridge. This was scrubby and steep but animal trails made it relatively easy to get
through. We followed on up this ridge, which was mostly fairly open but had some bushy bits to navigate
around or through, especially just before breaking out above the tree line. The mist was still evident and by
now was swirling around in the cold wind. We donned on our warm gear, complete with gloves and continued
up and along the Lookout Range. The mist cleared in front of us but the wind didn’t let up. Just before
reaching the saddle, before point 1653 we dropped to the lee side and had lunch. Three keas entertained us
with their antics in the wind. We found some cairns on the southwest face of 1653, so we sidled across the
slope. We actually descended to them as we’d gone up higher before sighting them. This was a rocky sidle
and went in and out of gravelly guts. By now the wind had abated and the sun was warming us.
From here we dropped down a ridge,
finding some old markers in the trees
and a pole in the clear part. Here we
followed an animal trail that sidled just
below the right spur and back into the
trees. Again we spotted old markers
until we reached the saddle between the
Owen and Granity watersheds. From
here we searched around for the best
way into the headwaters of the Granity.
Eventually we found and followed some
pink ribbons through thick scrub to a
granity slip. We were able to cross this
by going nearly half way down. We
kicked steps into the sand and
clambered up into the bush by an old
red marker. We followed up the strip of
bush and out and over a couple more
The spur followed from sidle across 1653 to Granity Pass Photo: Maria slips. These were older and more stable
than the first one. We picked up another
old marker that took us into a grassy area above a bluff. A cairn higher up indicated our route obliquely up and
over a wee stream. From here on through Granity Pass and to the hut was straight forward. It was good timing
as the rain began just as we arrived at the hut. We had covered 8km that day.
Sunday was fine so we decided to go for Mt Owen. The alpine flowers were picturesque and again we spotted
three kea. This time they were feeding just short of the top of Mt Owen. Being a sunny clear day we had
expansive views. This day we covered 9.4km. There were a few empty beds on our second night at Granity
Pass Hut.
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On Monday morning we trekked out to Courthouse Flat. Here we were met by Vector NZ who were getting
ready to do the pre-1080 drop. We had to wait for the road to be clear before we could drive out but we knew
no one would be coming in as there was restricted traffic. A satisfying four days on the hoof.
Those participating were: Maria (scribe), Rob, Jeannie, Joy, Chris and Jo.

Beautiful views
Penzance Bay - Elaine Bay, Marlborough Sounds – Sunday 9 February 2020
After a long and winding drive we arrived at Penzance Bay. It was a beautiful cloudless day. We set off on
Archers Track which winds its way round Penzance Bay and drops down to Deep Bay where we stopped at a
private bach for a drink and toilet stop. The track along to Deep Bay is in dense bush which gave welcome
relief from the hot sun, though the sound of thousands of chirping clicking cicadas made our ears and heads
ring. They were so dense in number that they frequently collided with us.

View of Tennyson Inlet from the Archer Track

Photo: Robert

From Deep Bay the track was a little
more open, giving us glimpses of
Tarakaipa Island and the most
beautiful views at Red Point which
looked out past Tawhitinui Island to
the open sea. From Red Point the
track swings into Elaine Bay where we
had our lunch stop on a grassy bank
overlooking the beauty of this great
spot.
From there we returned on the same
track. A distance of 18 km and about 6
hours tramping time. It was a great
day.
Participants: Julian (scribe), Marie,
Lesley, Robyn, Julie, Colin, Marian,
Robert and newcomers Wendy, Alex,
Kay and Christine.

Exquisite views
Mt McRae, St Arnaud Range – Sunday 23 February 2020
Six trampers headed up to the Rainbow skifield for a day trip also transporting five club members round from
Kerr Bay who were on an overnight trip camping on the St Arnaud Range. We managed to all squeeze into
two vehicles and easily motored the 25km from SH63 on a good road to the skifield carpark. Both groups went
west of the carpark starting on a vehicle track heading towards the large tarn, then between this and a smaller
tarn. It was easy going on lush tussock then we separated from the overnight group and veered more towards
the summit. We soon reached the St Arnaud Range ridgeline and then it was a short climb to the 1878m
summit of Mt McRae 330m above the skifield.

Ascending Mt McRae on the St Arnaud Range

Photo: Robert
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The sky was cloudless and the breeze
was light and we lapped up the views
north to Lake Rotoiti on one side of the
range and the skifield basin and tarns
on the other side. The overnight group
dropped their packs on the range and
followed us up to the summit, then our
group carried on south along the
range. The rocky terrain was a bit of a
scramble but easily negotiable. After
we passed over pt 1880 we sidled
slightly below the range, avoiding the
next highpoint and aimed for a small
saddle. Progress was slightly slower
on rocky scree slopes before we
reached the saddle west of pt 1915
after two hours. What unfolded were

exquisite views of the recently named Paratitahi Tarns and the larger Paraumu Tarn at the very head of the
Arnst River. Deservedly these tarns are rated by Wilderness magazine as of one of the top 15 back country
lakes in NZ.
We were then enticed by the small basin with some tarns just north of the small saddle. We sidled about 100m
below the range mostly on good tussock slopes and aimed for a gap in a spur east of pt 1880, knowing that
there were probably bluffs at the end of the spur. We passed below the highest tarn on the way to the tussock
gap then after this it was all easier going sidling across gentler slopes, then back between the two skifield
tarns taking only 1 hour 20 minutes back and for a return trip of four hours altogether.
It was such a great opportunity to take advantage of the five summer open dates. The only cost was a $20
road fee donation per vehicle paid into a box besides the ticketing building at the carpark. The group was
Robert (scribe), Grant, Nicky and newcomers Rob A, Roger and Kim.

Fabulous weather
Rainbow – St Arnaud Range Traverse – 23-24 February 2020
This tramp was delayed by one day because of bad weather forecast for Saturday. There were two groups for
this tramp, day walkers and overnight trampers. Both groups met at Richmond and Wakefield at 7.30 and 7.45
respectively. We proceeded to Lake Rotoiti where we left two vehicles, then everyone went in two 4WDs up to
the Rainbow skifield carpark. Together both groups headed to the top of Mt McRae 1878m, then after taking in
the stunning views the overnight trampers headed down to the top skifield road and into the first tarn basin. As
our way was not a marked or formed track, a map was consulted to find the best route. Each tarn basin was
reached via a saddle and once on a saddle we got a panoramic view over the basin and could then plot a
likely way forward. We were unexpectedly treated to the sight of gliders soaring close above us - I’m sure they
could see us as well as we them. After six hours of reasonably hard walking up and down, over loose rocks
and thick tussock grass we chose a nice clear tarn with a flow of fresh water entering it to make camp. From
our camp site we got stunning views down to a lower set of tarns and the Wairau River. The temperature
dropped quickly once the sun disappeared behind the ridge and so did we into our tents for an early night.
We rose next morning at 7am
accompanied by the sun soon after. It
was a perfect morning, no wind, no
dew on the grass and a dry tent to
pack. Once breakfast was completed
and our backpacks packed we crossed
into the neighbouring basin and then
started the climb up and onto the St
Arnaud ridge. The views east were
clear and stunning, in contrast
however, Rotoiti was shrouded in a
thick blanket of cloud. We sat for a
while enjoying the views before
descending to Parachute Rock and
then the long walk down to Kerr Bay
and the cars for a cuppa. Rob and
Jeannie braved a dip in the lake.
Tenting next to tarns on the scenic St Arnaud Range Photo: Maria
The weekend will be remembered for
the fabulous weather, nature’s beauty
and great company.
Those on the overnight tramp were Eric (scribe), Rob, Maria, Ian W and Jeannie.

Leap day loop
Wainui Hut Circuit – Saturday 29 February 2020
An excellent aspect of the days tramp was the lunch stop. C’mon, c’mon you say, WTC is a tramping club not
an eating club. The large grassy area outside Wainui Hut with its picnic table is ideal, though for any size
tramping party at lunchtime and as well the stream is close by to replenish dwindling water supplies. There’s
even shade around the edges for those who like to eat in the shadows. The last few of our large party of 18
made it to the hut by 2pm with rumbling tummies, ready for a decent bite to eat and a proper sit down. We’d
left Richmond at 8am and were on our way from Canaan Downs carpark up to Evans Ridge by 9.30am in the
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bright, late summer sun. Once on the ridge, walking northwards along the Inland Abel Tasman Track, we were
sheltered and treated to many signs of birdlife including an actual sighting of a morepork among the branches.
This one was certainly out well beyond his dawn curfew. We also saw a live Powelliphanta snail. How did we
know the snail was alive? Because it moved of its own accord of course. Usually it’s Powelliphanta shells that
are found minus their occupants.
The only tricky part of the trip was the
45 minutes it took to get down off the
ridge to the Wainui Stream. Clearly
there’d been storm damage on this area
of track making it slippery in parts and
occasionally hard to decide whether to
go under or over fallen tree trunks. The
nimble and sure-footed among our
number crossed the Wainui Stream dryfooted. Others of us just ploughed in
considering it was such a warm day.
The late lunch-stop felt overdue for
some of the party members, however
once they saw how wonderful the lunch
spot is and got started on their delicious
food any gripes were quickly forgotten.
The after-lunch part of the trip was only
an hour of easy uphill to meet with the
A welcome lunch-stop at Wainui Hut
Photo: Donell
original track then a half-hour back to
the carpark. There were thankyous, handshakes and big smiles all around which certainly showed me that the
admin effort beforehand and being responsible on the day itself had yielded a positive and worthwhile
experience for the party members.
Those who came were Alison (leader and scribe), David W (co-leader), Bernard, Chris, Jo, Colin, David,
Donell, Esther, Eric, Lesley, Marie, Marion, Robyn and Val along with visitors Anne, Christine, and Stephen.

Club Meetings
Committee Meeting: 7:00pm Fish & Game Council Rooms, Champion Road, Richmond
Monday 9 March
Monday 6 April
Monday 11 May
Monday 8 June
Trip Planning Meeting: 7:30pm Fish & Game Council Rooms, Champion Road, Richmond
Monday 11 May

Tramping Grades
Gradings are a combination of gradient, distance and roughness of track
Easy – up to 4 hours on a good track, easy gradient
Easy/moderate – up to 6 hours on a good track, mostly easy gradient
Moderate – 6 hours plus, on a rougher track, some climbing
Moderate/hard – Up to 8 hours on rougher track, often climbing
Hard – 8 hours plus on a rough track, often steep

Club Contacts
Secretary: Jo Ecroyd 544 7038 Email: wtc.richmond@gmail.com
Editor: Robert Wopereis 544 0142 Email: robertw@kinect.co.nz
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Waimea Tramping Club Programme – March-June 2020
When planning to go on any trips please contact the leader by Monday night for an overnight trip and by
Thursday night for a day trip. Make phone calls before 9pm please. If you are staying in a hut, remember
your hut tickets! You, NOT THE CLUB, are responsible for your safety and well-being on trips.
Date
Trip
Map
Grade & Cost Contact
Wednesday
4 March

CLUB NIGHT:
Navigation Skills

7:30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms
Champion Road, Richmond Gold coin donation

What the map can tell us. Bring Nelson topo map (BQ26) or electronic map if possible.
Sunday
8 March

Champion Mine
Bryant Range

O27
BQ26

Moderate
$4

Colin 547 7511
Julian 542 3147

From Roding carpark, follow 4WD track to Champion Smelter site. Ascend United Creek to United Mine then
climb to ridge for lunch. Descend to Champion Mine and return via tramway. Special focus on developing terrain
awareness skills with Pete. River crossings and steep sections. Lots of local history and geology. Up to 8 hours.
Sunday
15 March

Captain Creek Hut
Mt Richmond Forest Park

O28
BQ27

Moderate
$20

Julian 542 3147

From the end of the Pelorus Road walk to the beautiful Emerald Pool then a steady climb and descent to
Captain Creek Hut. Return via the same way. About 6-7 hours return.
Fri-Sun
20-22 March

Lockett Range traverse
Kahurangi National Park

M27 M26
Hard & fast
BP24 BP23 $27

Pete 021 798 106

Drive to Sylvester carpark on Friday afternoon and walk to Sylvester Hut (1.5 hours). Get an early start on
Saturday and walk across the tops of the Lockett Range to Fenella Hut (10+ hours). Sunday walk out to Trilobite
with the easier group (4 hours) and get dropped back to the cars. Tents must be carried. $15 hut ticket each hut.
Sat-Sun
21-22 March

Fenella Hut
Kahurangi National Park

M27 M26
Easy/moderate Di 021 144 3471
BP24 BP23 $31

From Trilobite Hut, walk a gentle track to Fenella Hut ($15 hut ticket) passing the historic Chaffey Hut and Tent
Camp (4-5 hours). Option for side trips to Lake Cobb or Round Lake en route (additional 1-2 hours) or a swim at
the tarn behind Fenella. On Sunday walk back out to Trilobite.
Saturday
28 March

Mt Robert Circuit
Nelson Lakes National Park

N29
Easy/moderate Chris and Jo 544 7038
BR24 BS24 $24

A loop trip taking about 5 hours in total, to and from Mt Robert carpark via Pinchgut and Paddy’s tracks including
stopping at Bushline Hut for lunch.
Sunday
29 March

Mt Royal
Mt Richmond Forest Park

O28
BQ27

Hard
$34

Robert 544 0142 by 1pm
David 021 201 5682

Saturday night camp at Onamalutu Reserve. Sunday go from Bartletts Creek Road and follow Quartz Creek
then climb steeply in places to the 1365m summit. About 8 hours return.
Wednesday
1 April

CLUB NIGHT:
Tableland by Ray Salisbury

7:30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms
Champion Road, Richmond Gold coin donation

Ray will give a presentation on his new book Tableland - the history behind Mt Arthur due to be printed in June.
Saturday
4 April

Gordons Pyramid Circuit
Kahurangi National Park

M27
Moderate/hard
BQ24 BP24 $17

Chris 544 7038

From Flora carpark walk up past Mt Arthur Hut then follow a poled route across Horseshoe Basin to Gordons
Pyramid at 1489m. Go down past Clouston’s Mine and back to the carpark. A circuit taking 7-8 hours.
Easter Sat
11 April

Marsden Valley
Bryant Range

O27
BQ26

Easy
$0

Julian 542 3147
Colin 547 7511

Ascend either via the steep Scout Track or the gentle Involution Trail, then traverse to Parachute (pt 604) for
lunch and views. A chance to pitch tents, try out cookers or learn to use a PLB etc. Descend via Glider Road. A
circuit of about 5 hours. A great introductory tramp.
Sunday
19 April

Rameka Track
Abel Tasman National Park

N26
Easy
BP25 BP24 $18

Robert 544 0142
before 1pm

From Canaan a steady grade down an old pack track to a lookout. Return via same route. About 5 hours return.
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Sat-Mon
25-27 April

Northern Abel Tasman National
Park

N25
BN25

Easy/moderate Di 021 144 3471
$34

Spend Anzac Weekend at a bach near the Wainui end of the park ($20pp for two nights). On Saturday explore
Rawhiti Caves, Pupu Hydro Walkway etc. on the way to the bach. On Sunday and Monday enjoy day walks to
Taupo Point, Whariwharangi, Totaranui, Waiharakeke Bay etc.
Sunday
3 May

Maitai Dam - Teal Valley
Hira Forest

O27
BQ26

Easy/moderate Rob 541 8598
$5

From the caretaker’s house at the Maitai Dam walk through to Teal Valley near Hira taking 2-3 hours. Have lunch
at Maria’s son’s place and then walk back again. Mainly on 4WD tracks.
Wednesday
6 May

CLUB NIGHT: AGM
plus Tour Guiding in NZ

7:30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms
Champion Road, Richmond Gold coin donation

Following the Annual General Meeting, club members Esther and Eric will give us a presentation about their
recent experiences guiding a group of tourists in New Zealand.
Fri-Sun
8-10 May

Wakaretu Bay
Pelorus Sound

P27 O27
Easy/moderate Maria 541 8598
BQ28 BQ27 $24

Stay Friday and Saturday nights at Jeff Lukey’s bach, 12km from Havelock. Cost $10 per person, per night.
Saturday - walk up Queenstown Hill. Other options available, maybe Mt Cawte or Nydia Saddle. Sunday - circuit
in bush at Wakaretu. Three levels of difficulty available. Bring sleeping bag, pillow and bottom sheet (optional).
Crockery, utensils, shower and flush toilet available.
Sunday
17 May

Biking the Great Taste Trail
Motueka

N26
BP25

Easy
$8

Julian 542 3147
David W 021 201 5682

Bike ride from Motueka to Kaiteriteri for lunch then return the same way. About 32km for the trip and should be
about 5 hours altogether.
Saturday
23 May

Beebys Knob
Mt Richmond Forest Park

N29
BR25

Moderate
$18

Alison 545 8399

Come fungi spotting up the track from the Korere -Tophouse Road through bush to the ridgeline, then follow the
ridge to the 1442m summit. Return the same way allowing about 7 hours including a lunch stop.
Sat-Mon
John Tait Hut
30 May-1 June Nelson Lakes National Park

N29 N30
Moderate/hard
BR24 BS24 $21

Julian 542 3147
Colin 547 7511

Walk up Lake Rotoiti via Lakehead Hut and cross river flats to John Tait Hut (27 bunks, $15 hut ticket) taking
about 7 hours. Sunday the option of a day trip to Cupola Hut or Upper Travers Hut. Monday return to the start.
Wednesday
3 June

CLUB NIGHT:
How to lighten the load

7:30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms
Champion Road, Richmond Gold coin donation

An opportunity to share gear and gadgets you use to lighten the load on both day and weekend trips. Also what
tasty ideas you can suggest to brighten up some of our tramping meals.
Saturday
6 June

Lodestone/Mt Arthur Hut Circuit
Kahurangi National Park

M27
Moderate
BQ24 BP24 $17

Di 021 144 3471

From Flora carpark, ascend Mt Lodestone, then drop down to Flora Hut. Up again on the alpine route to Mount
Arthur Hut, then down the standard route back to the cars.
Sunday
14 June

Cable Bay Walkway
The Glen to Cable Bay & return

O27
Easy/moderate Julian 542 3147
BQ26 BP26 $5
David W 021 201 5682

From The Glen walk to a high point above Cable Bay. May descend to Cable Bay. Return the same way.
Sat-Sun
20-21 June

Mid-Winter Weekend
Marahau

N26
BP25

Easy
$13

Maria 541 8598

Some people may just want to come for the Saturday - join our walk and stay for dinner then drive home.
Saturday
27 June

Mid-Winter Mystery Tour
Nelson

Easy

Alison 545 8399
Di 021 144 3471

Allow for up to four hours walk, finishing in the early afternoon. Bring a few $$ for a café lunch. Only the
adventurous need apply.
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