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Editor’s Report 
Numbers on club trips so far this year have varied from a recent record high number of 30 people on the Kina 

Peninsula trip in September to a low of five people on four different trips. The post-Covid period seemed to 

bring a surge of people keen to get out tramping again, especially in the favourable late winter and early 

spring weather. Recently some unsettled late spring weather has curtailed some tramping plans, with two trips 

having to be cancelled. 

 

Upcoming trips in the New Year are a mixture of destinations; four trips are in Mt Richmond Forest Park, three 

trips venture to Kahurangi National Park, two trips travel to the Abel Tasman National Park, two trips head for 

the Marlborough Sounds and one trip goes to Nelson Lakes National Park. Further afield trips each head for 

the Paparoa National Park and Lewis Pass. Also there is one biking trip. 

    Robert Wopereis 

 

Top Shot 

 
        Tramper on Mt Robert, Nelson Lakes National Park 

 

Club Nights  
7:30pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms, Champion Road, Richmond 

 

Wednesday 3 February: NO CLUB NIGHT  

 

Wednesday 3 March: CLUB NIGHT: To be advised 

 

http://www.waimeatrampingclub.org.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/waimeatrampingclub
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Hut and Track News 
Kahurangi National Park  

Roaring Lion Hut on the Karamea River has been renovated during October by a group of retired builders led 

by Bill Barnett. Work included installing new piles, new flooring, a new veranda and a new woodshed. 

 

Larrikin Creek Hut on the Thousand Acres Plateau has undergone repairs and renovations during October by 

a group of volunteers led by Ross Cullen and Ultimate Descents staff. The hut was re-roofed, hut linings were 

repaired, some new gutters installed and a new woodshed built.  

 

Lewis Hut on the Heaphy Track will be closed from 27 April 2021 as it will be removed and replaced with a 

shelter. 

 

The Flora carpark kiosk has been re-roofed and rotten timber found in the wall framing has been removed and 

replaced. 

 

Tableland huts have been supplied with their twice-yearly helicopter loads of firewood. Each May and October 

six tonnes of firewood are flown in, 850kg at a time.  

 

Mt Arthur Hut is to have more water tanks installed, after often running dry during recent summers. 

 

The Lake Matiri Hydro construction is expected to be completed by mid-December. 

 

Abel Tasman National Park 

Castle Rock Hut will be cleaned and repainted by members of Waimea Tramping Club during December. 

 

Nelson Lakes National Park 

East Matakitaki Hut and Bobs Hut on the upper Matakitaki River have undergone renovations during 

September with funding from the Backcountry Trust. The work by Murchison’s Ultimate Descents staff 

included re-roofing and painting inside and outside. 

 

Matakitaki Valley and D’Urville Valley track clearing work was completed during October by workers from 

DOC, Ultimate Descents and Hiking New Zealand. 

 

Connors Creek Hut in the Upper Wairau Valley has been restored by a volunteer group from Nelson Ski Club 

led by Bob Chittenden over a ten-month period this year. The hut had failed a building inspection with rotten 

walls, cladding and sub-floor. The hut was completely re-clad, a new woodshed built, new wood burner 

installed and new windows fitted. 

 

Upcoming hut work will include Lees Creek Hut and Begley Hut, both in the upper Wairau Valley. 

 

The lower Mt Robert carpark was extended during early winter, catering for an increasing number of visitors. 

 

Mt Richmond Forest Park 

The Hacket Track has undergone repair work during October. A digger was flown in to re-bench the track 

where a slip had occurred just before the junction of the Whispering Falls Track. 

 

The Hacket Track suspension bridge built in 2000 has been found to have suspension cables that are too thin. 

The previous five person limit has been reduced to a single person limit, until funding can be found for 

upgrading. 

 

The Mountain Bike Trails Trust have finished construction of the lower Wots up Doc Track in the Red Hills 

during October. The track starts 370m along the Red Hills Track and travels west through scenic bush 

including a couple of creek crossings and joins up with the lower part of the Beebys 4WD road, taking about 

1½ hours walking. 

 

Sources: DOC Presentation to Waimea TC, DOC Nelson Community Forum, doc.govt.nz, Huts & Tracks Facebook, 

mtbtrailstrust.org.nz 
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Short walks aplenty 
Lake Rotoiti Walks – Sunday 30 August 2020 

On a fine but very windy day 16 trampers met at the Gladstone Road 

carpark. The numbers rose to 17 as Marie decided that our trip was 

better than the Nelson Tramping Club trip to Beebys Knob who were 

gathering at the same time, so she defected to our trip.  

 

We drove to Kerr Bay and set off on the Peninsula Nature Walk. It’s a 

very nice track with excellent views over Lake Rotoiti in places and 

although sheltered, experienced contrasting winds as it rounded the 

peninsula into West Bay. From West Bay we climbed up the easy track 

and had our morning tea on the newly constructed outdoor deck at Rotoiti 

Lodge. There were great views over West Bay to Mt Robert from this 

extensive deck. 

 

We carried on up to the top of Black Hill and down the steep northern 

face and crossed State Highway 63 to the ice skating ponds which were 

ice free. We then followed the Duck Pond Loop MTB Track turning off to climb up Big Bush MTB Trail. This 

track climbs quite steeply through very dense bush. We were conscious that this was a mountain bike track 

and we had obligations to give way to the bikes, but we did not come across any. At a high point on the track 

we came to a clearing that was a suitable lunch spot, however with very little view. The vegetation on Big 

Bush is very dense. From then on we took the Rocky Horror Track then got quite confused with the number of 

Duck Pond bike tracks eventually arriving at the Buller Bridge on State Highway 63 and then walked the 

Anglers Walk where we were suddenly joined by Rob and David W. So our party started with 16 and suddenly 

became 19. We went via the Moraine Walk then via Rotoiti Lodge back to Kerr Bay. A journey of 18km taking 

about six hours in total.  

 

Participants: Julian, (scribe), Di, Karen, Maria, Jo, Chris, Miang, Donell, Sue J, Terri, Lesley G, Robyn, Marie, 

David W, Rob and visitors Kathie, Hini, Kiko and Ian H. 

 

Waterfalls, mountains & ambulances 
Hanmer Springs Day Walks – 4-6 September 2020 

As we had quite a distance to travel, three days was just the ticket for our Hanmer Springs weekend. We 

travelled down on Friday morning and booked into our accommodation at the Forest Lodge. What great 

facilities for a group! By 1pm 12 of the 16 of us had rendezvoused and were ready for an afternoon walk. 

 

We drove to the end of Mullans 

Road and headed up the Dog 

Stream Track on the Waterfall 

Walk. A straightforward forest track 

soon showed signs of snow, which 

developed into big drifts and icy 

steps by the time we reached the 

waterfall. For our return we chose 

to loop back along the Spur Track. 

Poor signage meant we missed the 

linking Fir Track, and instead we 

added a bit of spice to the day and 

battled an overgrown path through 

a pine tree jungle and then down a 

bank, before hitting the forestry 

road and our cars.  

 

Following the Waterfall Walk, we 

stopped off at the easy-peasy 

Forest Walk and cruised through the pines spotting the carved wooden sculptures. Some were pretty random 

e.g. an orangutan?!?  And we thought there were also some glaring omissions e.g. if they have a fantail and a 

tuatara, where is the kiwi? 

Dog Stream Waterfall Track, Hanmer Springs 
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The forecast for Saturday was rather mediocre with strong winds predicted, so our planned conquering of Mt 

Isobel was put on hold. Instead we decided to do the loop of Chattertons Track, and then some smaller walks. 

Well, we got to Jacks Pass Road at the top of Chattertons for morning tea, and conditions were benign with 

very little snow, good visibility and hardly any of the promised wind at all.  

 

We split into three groups - one group who were definitely up for summiting, one group who would see how far 

they could get, and one group heading back to the cars. Long story short - the track was a straightforward 

above-the-bushline romp, no tricky bits, and 11 people enjoyed lunch at the trig atop Mt Isobel. A grand result! 

 

My first aid kit rarely gets opened, 

but it saw the light of day on 

Saturday morning when a roll of 

strapping tape was used to 

repatriate the sole of Val’s shoe 

with the upper. Unfortunately it then 

got a second outing soon after... 

 

At about 2pm, on a very muddy and 

slippy piece of track, Karen took a 

slide and a flip, resulting in a badly 

dislocated elbow. ‘Luckily’ we were 

only about 100 metres above Jacks 

Pass Road, and there was a 

passing car at the pass that could 

take us down to the (specially 

opened for us) Hanmer Medical 

Centre.  

 

Another long story short - Karen was taken to Christchurch Hospital A&E by ambulance accompanied by 

Lesley, while I followed in the car. The elbow was finally 'relocated' and plastered up at 8pm. Karen was later 

admitted to the orthopaedic ward for the night, and Lesley and I retired to the YMCA. 

 

Meanwhile, back in Hanmer the rest of our group finished the Mt Isobel walk back at the Chattertons Road 

carpark, and later enjoyed takeaways for dinner. On Sunday morning most went up Conical Hill, then drove 

home in torrential rain virtually all the way. The original plan was for walks in the Lewis Pass, but alas this was 

not to be. 

 

Karen, Lesley and I finally escaped Christchurch Hospital at lunchtime on Sunday and then also drove back to 

Nelson. Luckily the rain had stopped, but the river in the Lewis Pass was still swollen and heaving, and Maruia 

Falls was heading towards Victoria Falls status. 

 

Our group was: Diane (leader and scribe), Karen (all ticketyboo now), Lesley G (nurse extraordinaire), Robyn, 

Donell, Alison, David M, Esther, Eric, Anne, Anthea, Val, Christine H, Christine L, Paula G, and Pete who 

missed all the adventures as he went mountain biking instead. 

 

Easy walking & excellent views 
Kina Peninsula – Saturday 12 September 2020 

An easy trip with a new track, close to home and with a great weather forecast must have been the conditions 

to entice a recent record number of 30 trampers on this outing. 

 

We started at 8.45am at the end of Deck Road (off Aporo Rd in Tasman) and took the new track down to the 

beach. We turned left and walked along the cliffs to the Kina Reserve Camping Ground where we had a brief 

stop. The sky was very clear and we enjoyed good views over the bay towards Abel Tasman NP and D’Urville 

Island on the other side of the bay. We carried on a bit further and found a good spot for morning tea with 

many driftwood logs to sit on. From there we continued along the beach, passed the second section of cliffs 

and walked around the head of the peninsula. In this area there are several older but very well-maintained 

baches. With the low tide we could almost walk to the adjacent Jackett Island. On the southern side of the 

head is the Baigent Memorial Reserve, names after Edward Baigent (22 June 1813 - 9 November 1892) who 

        Mt Isobel Tops, Hanmer Springs 
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was a successful saw-miller of the region and a 19th-century Member of Parliament for Nelson. From the 

Baigent Reserve we had excellent views of the Kahurangi Ranges which had a fresh dusting of snow. 

 

It was too early for lunch so after a 

brief stop we took the gravel road 

and walked back to the beach. We 

took the same way back to the Kina 

Reserve Camping Ground. It was a 

big low tide which made it possible 

to walk on the beach for several 

hours. In this direction the peaks of 

Mount Richmond Forest Park were 

clearly visible. The camping ground 

has a public picnic area that made a 

good lunch stop. 

 

After lunch we walked up Cliff Road 

to the Tasman Golf Club, while 

“admiring” the large homes on either 

side of the road. At the top of the 

road we could see the snow peaked 

mountains of the St Arnaud Range. 

Access through the golf course is open to the public and behind the club rooms is a track which takes you to 

Brooks View Heights. This subdivision has also some amazing properties. We walked down the road to cross 

Permin Road and took the new walkway, Honey Lane, back to the cars. 

 

An easy walk with excellent views in all directions. Total distance: nearly 15km – Trip time: 4:45 hours – 

walking time 3:15 hours. Those on the trip were: Miang, Jill, Donnell, Gael, Lesley, Maria, Rob, Julian, Sue J, 

Val, Arif, Alison, David M, Uta, David W, Marian, Robyn, Lou, Chrissie, Terri, Helen, Grant D, Liz, Ruth, 

Merrick, Ken R, Yume, Grant N, Eric and Esther (trip leader). 

 

Snow-capped peaks in the park 
Mt Robert Circuit, Nelson Lakes National Park – Sunday 20 September 2020 

Mt Robert is located in the Nelson Lakes National Park, although one of the lower summits in the park the 

views overlooking St Arnaud are impressive, the tracks to it are well marked and people of average fitness 

can do this loop. It takes around 90 minutes’ drive from Nelson to reach the start at the carpark on Mt Robert 

Road. 

 

Sixteen keen trampers started up 

the Paddy’s Track around 10am, 

this track cuts across the 

mountain’s open face after several 

scree filled gullies. It didn’t take 

long to warm up and after about 35 

minutes a morning tea stop was 

had with a great view of Lake 

Rotoiti. Carrying on the track it 

eventually opens up and zig-zags, 

this section has the ideal gradient if 

you want to push yourself, as some 

did, with the sun out, there was 

some good sweats to be had. 

Others on the track included 

members of the military, big 

muscular fellas, they were game 

and willing. We reached Bushline 

Hut (14 bunks) and regrouped. 

 

The large group of 30 trampers on Kina Peninsula 

Descending the Pinchgut Track on Mt Robert above Lake Rotoiti 
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It was uphill again but after a short time we came across pockets of snow, the track was a little muddy and the 

wind picked up slightly but our guys all had the right gear. It was one of those days where one takes off and 

puts on layers of clothes. Upon reaching the junction of Robert Ridge most decided to carry on left to view a 

lookout of the old skifield and buildings, the track starting to have more snow on it and in some areas was 

fairly deep, it was worth the diversion. We retraced our steps and joined the others at the Relax Shelter which 

was a few metres from the junction. 

 

No one was in a hurry to move on as we were making good time but the cloud was moving in and getting 

colder, so we ambled down and before too long the cairns on the side of the track to mark Mt Robert itself, the 

group stopped long enough for a photo of everyone. Continuing down the Pinchgut Track the team plodded 

first through beech forest (much of original forest was burned down in an accidental fire in 1887 but has 

regrown after planting started in the 1960s), then grassland and scrub to reach the top carpark around 

2.30pm. From there it was a 10-minute walk downwards to our cars at the next carpark. 

 

Everyone thought the day was a winner and would go home knowing they put in a good effort. 

 

Out today were: David W (scribe), Alison, Lesley G, Helen, Robert, Julian, Sue J, Paula W, Terri, Andrew, 

Noah, Julie, Di, Karen, Donell and Liz. 

 

Great views & history 
Mt Malita to Champion Mine, 

Bryant Range  

Saturday 26 September 2020 

 

Fourteen trampers walked a 

clockwise circuit along the Roding 

River to the Champion Mine and 

morning tea. From there it was a 

scramble up a dry rocky stream 

bed and a scrubby spur to the ridge 

for lunch.  

 

A restored track through wind-

thrown trees then led to the Mt 

Malita Hut. Downhill from there 

along the forestry roads to the 

carpark. Great views and history.  

 

After a six hour walk, we were back at the cars before the bad weather kicked in. The fit and eager group were 

Maria, Rob, Chris E, Marian, Marie, Bernard, Chris H, Catherine, Ken, Yumi, Esther, Eric, Mary H and David S 

(scribe). 

 

A birdwatcher’s delight! 
Motueka Sandspit – Sunday 4 October 2020 

Our easy walk from the saltwater baths to the end of the Motueka sandspit and back was timed to coincide 

with the return of the bar-tailed godwits (kuaka) after their non-stop six-to-eight-day 12,000km flight from 

Alaska. This epic feat is the world’s longest non-stop bird flight. 

 

We started our walk at 9.30 and were finished about 2.30. This included a half-hour lunch break at the 

furtherest point of the spit, and numerous stops to observe the avian abundance of our feathered friends. 

 

Our highlight was viewing a flock of about 200-250 godwits as it moved en masse around the sandspit. It was 

a fabulous sight to see! And we felt very privileged to witness them. 

 

We also saw two banded dotterel (tuturiwhatu) scampering over the sand, and later came across a nest of 

three dotterel eggs. We had avoided walking in the dunes so as not to disturb possible nesting sites, but this 

nest was in a wide-open beach section. 

 

Mt Malita Hut on the Bryant Range 
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The spit is also home to common 

seabirds such as white-faced 

herons (matuku moana), pied and 

variable oystercatchers (toreo and 

toreo-pango), and black shags 

(kawau-pu). Amongst the godwits 

were also large quantities of ruddy 

turnstones, a common migratory 

wader. 

 

It was a very hot day, so after 

arriving back at the cars we 

wandered over to the Motueka 

Marina coffee-cart for ice creams 

and iced coffees. It was a fitting 

laid-back ending to a fabulous day. 

We were: Diane (leader, scribe and 

head twitcher), Paula W, Uta, Val, 

David, Julian, Miang and Helen. 

 

PS - Later in the evening while looking at photos taken with my zoom lens of a group of about 50 variable 

oystercatchers, I saw a misfit stocky bird in their midst - I had unwittingly captured an image of a Caspian tern 

(taranui). What a bonus surprise! 

 

Mt Duppa – Sunday 11 October 2020 Cancelled (weather) 

St Arnaud Range Traverse – Sunday 18 October 2020 Cancelled (weather) 

 

Wearing out the shoe leather 
Cobb Valley Day Walks, Kahurangi National Park – 24-26 October 2020 

Labour Weekend - finally, a long weekend after a long winter! We chose to make it even longer by voyaging 

over the Takaka Hill to the Cobb Valley on Friday afternoon, to give us two full- and one part- days of 

tramping. 

 

Our destination was Trilobite Hut at 

the end of the narrow and windy 

Cobb Dam Road. Two availed 

themselves of bunks in the hut, 

while 12 of us set up our tents on 

the flat grassy ‘lawn’ outside the 

hut. As we were essentially car-

camping, lots of non-tramping 

camping items made an 

appearance - tinned food, pillows, 

folding chairs, and even a guitar! 

Bright-eyed and bushy-tailed at 

8am on Saturday we set off 

towards Myttons Hut, and from 

there climbed up through the forest 

and above the bushline to the Lake 

Peel Track. Passing the lake, we 

headed further along the trail to the 

marker indicating the detour up on 

to the tops.  

 

Under bluebird skies and with no wind, we followed a cairned route across a gentle incline to the summit of Mt 

Peel (1654m) where we had a lengthy lunch. We lay in the tussock, posed on shreds of snow, looked down on 

the Cobb Reservoir and Lake Peel, and relished the serenity of our situation and how lucky we were.  

 

Birdwatching on the Motueka Sandspit 

Trampers on the Lake Peel Track above the Cobb Reservoir 
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Most of us then retraced our steps back to Trilobite Hut, but three gluttons extended their day by also hoofing 

it across the Tableland to visit Balloon Hut. The main group arrived back at base at 4.30, the other three at 

6.00. 

 

Sunday morning at 8am we were again on our way, heading further up the valley this time. The wide river flats 

were easy travelling, and we steadily knocked off three small huts/shelters. First was Chaffey Hut, then Tent 

Camp, followed by Cobb Hut. Chaffey Hut and Tent Camp are real gems and steeped in history, but you can 

google the details okay.  

 

The intention at Cobb Hut was to turn left and go up to Lake Cobb and Round Lake. But low ominous clouds 

changed our minds, and instead we headed straight ahead for Fenella Hut. After lunch we wandered across to 

the nearby tarn/swimming-hole, a postcard-worthy wee lake surrounded by bonsai-like trees. And then, déjà 

vu, we repeated our earlier route back to Trilobite Hut, arriving at 5pm. 

 

Monday morning, and tents were down and the cars were packed, ready to head off on tramp number three - 

yep, again at 8am. We parked at the Cobb Dam, but attrition saw just eight of us heading up to Sylvester Hut. 

It’s a wide track up through the forest, then onto the tops for the last stretch to the hut.  

 

No trip to the hut is complete without a visit to Lake Sylvester, so we duly trotted up to check it out. Then all 

too soon we were back at our cars and heading home.  

 

Stats - 

Saturday: a solid 19km. All uphill in the morning, so all down in the afternoon. Bluebird weather.  

Sunday: a lengthy 27km, but it was ‘virtually flat’. Drizzle on and off. 

Monday: at 13km, a relative doddle. Overcast. 

 

Each morning we were woken and serenaded by a loud and melodious dawn symphony. The area around 

Trilobite Hut was alive with birdsong. Each evening the bloodsucking hordes of sandflies were out in greater 

force than earlier in the day - especially voracious for anyone daring to bare skin and have a quick dip or wash 

down by the river. And constantly we were on the alert for the beady-eyed ever-prowling weka - woe betide 

the unwary soul who left their hamburger buns untended on the picnic table! 

We were: Diane (leader and scribe), Sue J, Karen, Robyn, Julie, Mary, Anne, Terri, Noah, Christine L, Paula 

G, Esther, Eric and Jeannie. 

 

Going for gold 
Waikakaho - Cullen Creek Crossover, Mt Richmond Forest Park – Saturday 31 October 2020 

Friday was rainy and Sunday was predicted to be rainy again but Saturday the sun was shining as a group of 

21 met at Havelock to switch cars for a crossover trip between Cullen Creek and Waikakaho Valley. The three 

high ground clearance vehicles went to Cullen Creek end as there was a ford to drive through to get to 

Cullensville, the site where once a 

gold mining town stood. Now there 

are just a few signs indicative of the 

past and green pastures where 

cattle grazed. Soon after leaving 

the vehicles there is a creek 

crossing and then the track narrows 

as it gradually climbs, following up 

Cullen Creek and then climbing 

more steeply through a pine 

plantation.  

 

Looking back, in certain spots, you 

get good views of the Marlborough 

Sounds. The track heads up a 

ridge, now in beech forest, and 

then sidles in and out of gullies to 

reach the bush-clad saddle. This is 

where the two groups met and 

exchanged car keys. Rock faces beside the Waikakaho - Cullen Creek Track 
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From Havelock the other three vehicles drove on to the end of the Waikakaho Valley. We parked just through 

the gate beyond the bridge some 2.5km from the carpark as the farm track was rather rough for our low 

swung vehicles. Shortly past the official carpark area, which was full of vehicles, there are a couple of creek 

crossings and then the track leaves the farmland and goes up at a gradual gradient through regenerating 

bush. It then enters beech forest. A couple of hours up and you are at “The Village Green”. In 1888 another 

gold mining town, of some 200 miners, stood here. Stone chimneys and rock foundations are all that remain in 

this clearing. There are two mines signposted near here. We visited one that was just 100m off the main track. 

At the saddle people enjoyed the views back over Waikakaho Valley and beyond, from a lookout point some 

five minutes off the track. 

 

This track was carved into the landscape by the miners of the 1880s. There were various spots of interest on 

the way, like the site of a tower, from which an aerial tramway took the quartz 5km to the valley floor where it 

was crushed by a stamper. On the Cullen Creek side high up in the bush is an open area where some huts 

once stood.  

 

Those that enjoyed the six hours on this track were: Eric, Esther, Grant, Julian, Sue J, Anne L, Marian, David 

W and visitors Tim and Jenny (from the Cullen Creek end). 

Rob, Maria (scribe), Chris, Jo, Marie, Joy, Mary H, Nicky, Roger B, Bernard and visitor Edward (from the 

Waikakaho end). 

 

A nice loop 
Booths Cottage, Howard Valley – Saturday 7 November 2020 

The weather forecast was looking very wet for Sunday (the date scheduled in the programme) but better for 

the Saturday. After much debate and checking of several websites, the leaders decided to change the day 

rather cancel the trip. Only eight were booked in which indicated that many had decided not to come after 

looking at the forecast. (Perhaps it pays to express interest with the leader in case the day is changed?) With 

one late extra we had nine people leaving Wakefield in two cars and drove up the Howard Valley with some 

light rain along the way. 

  

Starting our tramp at 9.30am we 

walked up the Porika Road from 

the Howard camping area. With a 

ford near the start if we did the trip 

the usual way, we decided to walk 

in this anti-clockwise direction to 

keep our feet dry for as long as 

possible. However, a short distance 

up the road there was a stream 

crossing which caused some to get 

wet feet. 

  

As you walk up the Porika Road 

there are many side roads which 

can be confusing but with the help 

of the map on a cell phone we 

made sure that we kept to the right 

route. Part way up there was an 

interesting side track into a gold 

fossicking area along the Porika 

Stream and our map showed a track going along the stream and back up to the road i.e. a nice loop. (The 

DOC billboard more correctly showed the tracks only going to the stream.) We took the detour down to the 

stream and found interesting signs of past gold diggings but we found the track up the stream was unmarked, 

overgrown and a bit slow so after about 500m we headed off track through the attractive beech forest back to 

the road. Some of the party stopped to admire a few very small spider orchids growing under the beech trees. 

The flowers are hidden under the small leaves and are not easy to see.  

 

The group at the historic Booths Cottage in the Howard Valley 
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We continued up the road stopping for lunch where the walking track leaves the road and goes into the forest. 

It was not a good day for views and there was some light rain at this altitude. After lunch we headed through 

the attractive beech forest down to Booths Cottage. Inside the cottage there were a couple of possums which 

got photographed. One was then caught and dispatched, while the other managed to escape. 

 

Crossing a stream with an unstable bank on the far side caused some apprehension when a wall of boulders 

from old mine tailings crashed down around the trip leader. Fortunately no harm was done. From the cottage 

the track goes past some huts used by gold fossickers and down through some pine forest to the road. Along 

the way a few patches of native clematis in flower were admired and photographed. The ford near the cars 

was not as deep as expected but still ensured the group finished the tramp with wet feet.  

Soon after we got in the cars the heavens opened releasing the predicted rain. Impeccable timing!  This tramp 

was enjoyed by all - Esther, Maria, Joy, Steven, Chris, Jo (scribe), Julian, Julie, and Di.   

 

360° views 
North Peak, Mt Richmond Forest Park – Saturday 14 November 2020 

We departed Wakefield on a calm, mild morning to Inwood Lookout. The track that winds its way up through 

pine forest from the Wai-iti Valley was rougher, mainly at the bottom, than when I had been up a few weeks 

earlier, so we were relieved to have 4WD and high clearance vehicles. 

Arriving at Inwood Lookout carpark (1058m) the temperature was far from tropical, so on went the layers of 

warm clothing. 19 trampers began at 9:15am, ascending steadily up the ridge on a good track through beech 

forest. Before long we were out in the open, alpine terrain where we were met with a strong, cold SW wind. 

We continued up until finding a sheltered spot, down over the side of the ridge, for morning tea. 

 

It was then up the steepest, most 

challenging part of the track with a 

bit of a scramble and navigating 

over rocks and scree for a short 

time before getting above the rocky 

outcrop. As we ventured up and 

along the north ridge the cold wind 

dropped almost completely and we 

could enjoy the rest of the day in 

near idyllic conditions. We passed 

the turn off on the left that takes 

you to Hunters Hut and to the right 

to Gordons Knob. 

 

We reached North Peak (1564m) at 

11:30am. The 360° uninterrupted 

views were stunning including 

Nelson Lakes, Red Hills, Richmond 

Hills, Ben Nevis, Tasman Bay, 

D'Urville Island, Gordons Knob and 

Kahurangi National Park. We retraced our steps stopping just before 12 for lunch, where we were content to 

laze in the sun, eventually getting ourselves up to head back. It was an easy walk down, albeit taking care on 

the steep rocky/scree part again, returning to the carpark at 2:45pm. 

 

Inwood Lookout is so named because of the fire lookout to watch over Golden Downs Forest. It is named after 

Harold Richard Seymour Inwood who purchased land on the western side of the ridge in 1910. The lookout, 

constructed in 1970, is New Zealand’s highest though disused now. 

Trampers: Sue J (scribe), Julian, Maria, Rob, Robyn, Paula W, Alison, David W, Esther, Eric, Marie, Julie M, 

Stephen, Liz S, David & Elizabeth (NTC) and visitors Simone, Julie and Donald. 

 

Coastal Corners, Marlborough - 14-15 November 2020 Cancelled (low numbers) 

 

Great rock formations 
Mt Hope – Saturday 21 November 2020 

It was unsettled weather as we gathered in Richmond at 7:30 to make an early start. We arrived at Boulder 

Creek and managed to park all vehicles even though space is a bit limited and a bit rough. 

The group on North Peak, Mt Richmond Forest Park 
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There are no official markings to show that this track exists though there was an obvious opening through the 

gorse and blackberry, making it obvious that at least a few people knew where it was. Over a steep little 

embankment and track signs began to appear. Mostly it was the dated white venetian blind type, though as 

we got going we noticed orange spray can marks which were quite useful. 

  

From the road the track rises quite 

steeply and it was overgrown in 

places at first. It was quite a 

challenge to find the next marker 

but of course it was up and up. 

Quite steep at first with the sound of 

Boulder Creek well below, but once 

the sound of the creek disappeared 

the going got easier and we had the 

chance to enjoy the beautiful forest 

and bird life. The track then got 

easier to follow. At about midday we 

came out on the open tops of Mt 

Hope. In the past the track at the 

top has been hard to follow but 

there are more makings now with 

tape and neat orange spray marks 

at quite large spacing.  

 

It was quite windy at the top, with rain threatening so we found shelter and ate a hurried lunch before we got 

too cold. Not the right conditions to linger and visit the great rock formations that are a great feature of this 

area. In the wind and light rain we set out on our way back down. About halfway down the highway noise 

starts, but it’s a long way before the sound of the creek. We got back to our cars just after 4pm. A great day 

out. 

Participants were Julian (scribe), Maria, Karen, Ann L, Mary W, Julie, Marie, Robyn, Esther, Bernard, Liz, 

Anthea and visitor Lynette. 

 

 
 

Topographic maps online: 

NZ Topo Map: www.topomap.co.nz  

Maps Past: www.mapspast.org.nz 

 
Nelson/Tasman Alerts: 
www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/nelson-tasman/alerts 
 
Mt Richmond Forest Park access: 
www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/marlborough/places/mount-richmond-forest-park/park-
access 
 

 

Tramping Grades   
Gradings are a combination of gradient, distance and roughness of track 

Easy – up to 4 hours on a good track, easy gradient 

Easy/moderate – up to 6 hours on a good track, mostly easy gradient 

Moderate – 6 hours plus, on a rougher track, some climbing 

Moderate/hard – Up to 8 hours on rougher track, often climbing 

Hard – 8 hours plus on a rough track, often steep 

 

 

Club Contacts 

Secretary: Jo Ecroyd 544 7038 Email: wtc.richmond@gmail.com 
Editor: Robert Wopereis 544 0142 Email: robertw@kinect.co.nz 

   The group beside large granite rocks on Mt Hope, Kahurangi National Park 

http://www.topomap.co.nz/
http://www.mapspast.org.nz/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/nelson-tasman/alerts
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/marlborough/places/mount-richmond-forest-park/park-access
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/marlborough/places/mount-richmond-forest-park/park-access
mailto:wtc.richmond@gmail.com
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Waimea Tramping Club Programme – December 2020-March 2021 
When planning to go on any trips please contact the leader by Monday night for an overnight trip and by 
Thursday night for a day trip.  Make phone calls before 9pm please. If you are staying in a hut, remember 
your hut tickets! You, NOT THE CLUB, are responsible for your safety and well-being on trips. 
 

Date Trip Map Grade & Cost Contact 

Fri-Sun 
4-6 December 

Lockett Range Traverse  
Kahurangi National Park 

M27 M26 
BP24 BP23 

Hard and fast  
$27 

Pete 021 798 106 

In conjunction with Nelson Tramping Club. Friday evening walk into Sylvester Hut, and have an early start 
Saturday for a hike across the tops of the Lockett Range to Fenella Hut (10+ hours with 1,500m elevation gain). 
On Sunday walk out to Trilobite Hut. Shelter must be carried and a high level fitness essential. 

Sunday  
6 December 

Apple Tree Bay 
Abel Tasman National Park 

N26 
BP25 

Easy  
$13 

Julian 542 3147  
or 021 186 7537 

From Marahau an easy 1½ hour walk to a picturesque sandy beach then return the same way. 

Sat-Sun 
12-13 Dec 

Angelus Hut 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N29 M29 
BS24 

Moderate/hard 
$24 

Esther 027 656 8228 

From the Mt Robert car park ascend to the Robert Ridge (exposed, rocky sections) and along to Angelus Hut at 
1650m (28 bunks, $30) taking about 6 hours. On Sunday return to the car park via Speargrass Hut.  
Online hut booking is required. Check in with trip leader before booking. 

Saturday 
12 December 

Julius Summit 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N29 
BS24 

Moderate  
$24 

David W. 021 201 5682  
Marian 541 0842 

From Mt Robert carpark climb up Pinchgut Track and along Robert Ridge to the 1794m summit and return. 
 

Saturday  
19 December 

Christmas BBQ – Rabbit Island 
 

Maria and Rob 541 8598 
or Maria 027 716 9856 

Bring salad or baking to share and your own BBQ meat and drinks. Also bring bikes and togs.  
Arrive any time after 10am. BBQ at lunchtime. Exact location will be given on the day. 

Thu-Mon  
31 Dec-4 Jan 

Lake Brunner Day Walks 
West Coast 

K32  
BU20 BU19 

All grades  
$72 

Robert 544 0142  
(before 1pm) 

Stay at Lake Brunner Country Motel. Day trips to Mt Te Kinga-1204m (8 hours return or shorter option), Carroll 
Hut (6 hours return), Camp Creek Hut (6 hours return). Also other shorter walks: Arnold River Dam (1 hour), 
Bain Bay Track (2½ hours). All cabin bunks are taken, but camp sites may be available. 

Sunday 
10 January 

Lake Rotoiti Circuit 
Nelson Lakes National Park 

N29 
BR24 BS24 

Moderate  
$21 

Julian 542 3147  
or 021 186 7537 

Allow 7 hours including lunch break and the crossing of the Travers River at the head of Lake Rotoiti. Swimming 
at Kerr Bay is always refreshing afterwards. 

Saturday  
16 January 

Gordons Pyramid and Clouston 
Mine – Kahurangi National Park 

M27 
BQ24 BP24 

Moderate/hard 
$17 

Chris 544 7038  
or 027 216 5772 

From Flora car park head off down the valley. A short distance on from Horseshoe Creek, a tramping track leads 
up to the old mine (1 hr 30 min, 4.2 km). From the mine a route (20 min) continues to Gordons Pyramid (1489 m) 
and follows a defined ridge before dropping into Horseshoe Basin. From here the route climbs up to the ridge 
above Mt Arthur Hut, then descends through forest to Flora car park.  A circuit taking 7-8 hours. 

Sunday  
24 January 

Penzance Bay - Elaine Bay 
Marlborough Sounds 

P26 
BP28 

Easy  
$21 

Julian 542 3147  
or 021 186 7537 

In Tennyson Inlet a coastal walk along Archers Track from Penzance Bay to Elaine Bay (9km taking about 3 
hours). Return via the same route. 

Sat 30 Jan – 
Mon 1 Feb 

Punakaiki Day Trips 
Paparoa National Park 

K30 
BS19 BS20 

Moderate  
$67 

Di  021 144 3471 

Friday pm travel to Punakaiki. Saturday - Mt Bovis (6-8 hours). Sunday - Inland Pack Track from the Porarari 
end, and sleeping under the Ballroom Overhang (7-8 hours). Monday - walk out via the Fox River Caves to 
Tiromoana (2-3 hours), then Cape Foulwind Walkway (2.5 hours) on the way home. Please check in with the 
leader and then make your own booking for Friday and Saturday nights at the Punakaiki Beach Camp. 
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Sunday  
31 January 

Canaan - Birds Clearing 
Crossover – Abel Tasman NP 

N26  
BP25 

Moderate  
$18 or $24 

Robert 544 0142  
(before 1pm) 

One group go from Canaan Downs and up to Wainui Saddle and descend to Wainui Hut. Continue along the 
Wainui Track climbing up to Birds Clearing, crossing over with the other group. About 6 hours altogether. 

Wed 3 Feb NO CLUB NIGHT  

Sat 6  Feb- 
Mon 8 Feb 

Lewis Tops-Brass Monkey Biv-
Rough Creek (Lewis Pass area) 

M31  
BT23 

Moderate/hard 
$53 

Esther 027 656 8228 

Day 1 travel to Lewis Pass, climb up to Lewis Tops and camp at tarns. Day 2 continue the route over ridges, 
passing over The Apprentice and Lucretia to Brass Monkey Bivvy (2 bunks, $0). Day 3 back to SH7 via Rough 
Creek, collect cars and return home. This tramp is mainly on routes and exposed terrain. 

Saturday  
13 February 

Biking the Great Taste Trail 
Motueka 

N26 
BP25 

Easy 
$10 

David W. 021 201 5682  
Julian 542 3147  
or 021 186 7537 

Bike ride from Motueka to Kaiteriteri for lunch and return. Total distance about 32km. Should take about 5 hours. 

Sat-Sun  
20-21 Feb 

Abel Tasman Northern Loop  
Abel Tasman National Park 

N25  
BN25 

Moderate  
$34 

Di  021 144 3471 

Friday pm. travel to Totaranui. Saturday - Northern Loop: Totaranui - Coast Track to Whariwharangi - Gibbs 
Hill/Inland Track back to Totaranui (6 hours). Sunday - Awaroa Lodge return (4 hours) with low tide at 11am. 
Book with the leader then make your own booking for Friday & Saturday nights at Totaranui DOC campground.   

Saturday  
27 February 

Browning Hut 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N28 O28 
BQ26 

Easy/moderate
$4 

Alison 545 8399  
or 027 458 6847 

From the Hacket carpark in the Aniseed Valley walk as far as Browning Hut for lunch. Return the same way 
allowing up to 7 hours. If it’s hot, add time for a refreshing dip at the nearby Busch Reserve afterwards. 

Wednesday  
3 March 

CLUB NIGHT: To be advised 7.30 pm, Fish & Game Council Rooms 
Champion Road, Richmond  Gold coin donation 

 

Sat-Sun  
6-7 March 

Mount Royal  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O28 
BQ27 

Hard  
$34 

David W. 021 201 5682 

Saturday night camp at Onamalutu Reserve. Sunday go from Bartletts Creek Road and follow Quartz Creek 
then climb steeply in places to the 1365m summit. About 8 hours return. 

Sunday 
7 March 

Goat Hill and Okiwi Bay Hill 
Marlborough Sounds 

O26  
BP27 

Easy/moderate 
$16 

Julian 542 3147  
or 021 186 7537 

In Okiwi Bay Scenic Reserve climb Goat Hill, taking 2 hours. Walk down road 10 minutes to a private property. 
From a shed, climb through native bush to a hut taking 1 hour then to a peak at 576m, a further 30 minutes. 
Return via loop track to the road and back to the cars. About 6 hours overall. 

Saturday  
13 March 

Dew Lakes 
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

O27  
BQ26 

Moderate  
$4 

Alison 545 8399  
or 027 458 6847 

Starting at Maitai Dam, climb up to the beautiful Dew Lakes passing Rush Pool and the old argillite quarry. 
Return the same way, allowing for up to 6 hours walking time. 

Sunday  
21 March 

Maitland Ridge Circuit  
Mt Richmond Forest Park 

N29  
BR25 

Moderate/hard  
$21 

Robert 544 0142  
(before 1pm) 

From the Red Hills carpark walk up to Red Hills Hut then traverse the Maitland Ridge Track. Descend the 
Beebys 4WD Road then along the new lower section of the “Wots Up Doc” Track linking back to the Red Hills 
carpark. About 7-8 hours altogether. 

Sunday  
28 March 

Mt Arthur 
Kahurangi National Park 

M27  
BQ24 

Moderate  
$17 

Di 021 144 3471 

From the Flora carpark, climb to the summit of Mt Arthur (1795m) for panoramic views. About 7 hours return. 

Easter 
2-4 April 

Kiwi Saddle Hut - Stone Hut 
Circuit – Kahurangi NP 

M28  
BQ24 BQ23 

Moderate/hard  
$22 

Esther 027 656 8228 

From Courthouse Flat to Kiwi Saddle Hut (6 bunks, $5) taking 7 hours. Next day follow a route over Mount Luna 
and ridges to Stone Hut (10 bunks, $5) taking 7 hours. Day 3 walk back to carpark taking 5 hours. 

 


